62-552.650 Priority Determination.

(1) The priority system for financial assistance is based on public health considerations, compliance with the Act or other enforceable requirements relating to drinking water systems, and affordability. Affordability includes the evaluation of median household income, population affected, and consolidation of very small public water systems which serve a population of 500 people or fewer. The baseline priority score shall be determined as set forth in subsections (2), (3) and (4) below. The affordability score shall be determined as set forth in subsection (5) below and shall be added to the baseline score. Special consideration shall be given, in the form of the cost-effectiveness preference under subsection 62-552.700(2), F.A.C., to projects in areas where salt water intrusion jeopardizes adequate supplies of safe drinking water.

(2) Each project, or component of a project when a project has components qualifying for different baseline priority scores, shall be assigned a baseline priority score to indicate protection of public health, compliance with the Act or other enforceable requirements, or another lower priority need.

(a) When a construction loan project has components qualifying for different baseline priority scores, the score for the entire project shall be the highest number of points for which at least 50% of the estimated project costs qualify. When no single project component generates at least 50% of the estimated project costs, the cost of the highest priority component shall be combined with one or more lower priority component costs, at the lowest number of points associated with any of the combined components, to achieve the 50% threshold and thereby establish the overall project baseline priority score.

(b) When a construction grant project has components qualifying for different baseline priority scores, each component shall be assigned its own priority score. A project must have a public health risk assigned to it or to one of its components to qualify for a construction grant under paragraph 62-552.370(1)(h), F.A.C. The priority of any project component, regardless of the ratios of component costs to total project cost, shall not establish overall project baseline priority score.

(c) When a pre-construction project has components qualifying for different baseline priority scores, one of the project components must have a public health risk assigned to it to qualify for a loan under Rule 62-552.350, F.A.C., or a grant under Rule 62-552.360, F.A.C. Such a public health risk priority establishes the overall project baseline priority score. However, an overall pre-construction project baseline priority score shall not be carried over to any subsequent construction grant or construction loan project. Any prioritization of a construction project shall be subject to the applicable paragraph (a) or (b) above.

(3) Compliance monitoring results for public water systems or County Health Department sampling results for other supply, treatment, or distribution systems during the 48-month period immediately preceding the date upon which a request for inclusion is submitted under subsection 62-552.600(1) or subparagraph 62-552.680(1)(a)2., F.A.C., shall be used to justify public health and compliance baseline priority scores involving a comparison to a maximum contaminant level (MCL) or other numerical standard relating to drinking water quality. A certification by the State Health Officer of the existence of a public health risk during the referenced 48-month period also shall justify a public health baseline priority score.

(4) Baseline priority scores shall be assigned to projects that will eliminate any of the following conditions or satisfy the Florida Administrative Code requirements cited below:

(a) Acute public health risk sub-category projects shall be assigned a baseline priority score of 800 points when the following is documented.

1. Exceedance of the fecal coliform or E. Coli MCL value as set forth in paragraph 62-550.310(3)(b), F.A.C.;

2. Failure to meet the surface water treatment or disinfection requirements of Rules 62-550.560 and 62-555.600 through 62-555.630, F.A.C., commonly known as the Surface Water Treatment Rule;

3. Exceedance of a lead or copper action level as set forth in Title 40 of the Code of Federal Regulations, part 141, sections 80 through 91 (1995) for two (2) successive monitoring periods; or

4. Exceedance of a nitrate, nitrite or total nitrogen MCL value as set forth in subsection 62-550.310(1), F.A.C. For public water systems, an exceedance shall be established according to the monitoring requirements of Rule 62-550.512, F.A.C.

(b) Potential acute public health risk sub-category projects shall be assigned a baseline priority score of 700 points when the following is documented.

1. Exceedance of the total coliform MCL value as set forth in paragraph 62-550.310(3)(a), F.A.C.;

2. Violation of the disinfection requirements under subsection 62-555.320(4), F.A.C.;

3. Exceedance of 50% of a nitrate, nitrite or total nitrogen MCL value as set forth in subsection 62-550.310(1), F.A.C;

4. Treatment or disinfection facilities are needed to enhance compliance with the Surface Water Treatment Rule; or

5. A certification is made by the State Health Officer that an acute public health risk exists as a result of contaminants for which the Department has no established standards for water supplies and the proposed project will eliminate the risk.

(c) Chronic public health risk sub-category projects shall be assigned a baseline priority score of 600 points when an exceedance of an MCL value for the following is documented.

1. Primary chemical contaminants (except nitrate, nitrite, and total nitrogen) identified in Tables 1, 2, and 3 of Chapter 62-550, F.A.C.;

2. Trihalomethanes identified in paragraph 62-550.310(2)(a), F.A.C.; or

3. Radionuclides identified in subsection 62-550.310(4), F.A.C.

(d) The potential chronic public health risk sub-category projects shall be assigned a baseline priority score of 500 points when the following is documented.

1. Exceedance of 50% of an MCL value for primary chemical contaminants (except nitrate, nitrite, and total nitrogen) identified in Tables 1, 2, and 3 of Chapter 62-550, F.A.C.; or

2. Exceedance of 80% of an MCL value for trihalomethanes identified in paragraph 62-550.310(2)(a), F.A.C.; or

3. A certification is made by the State Health Officer that a chronic public health risk exists as a result of contaminants for which the Department has no established standards for water supplies and the proposed project will eliminate the risk.

(e) The compliance with the Act and other enforceable requirements category projects shall be assigned a baseline priority score of 300 points when any of the following is documented.

1. Violation of any secondary contaminant standard found in Table 4 of Chapter 62-550, F.A.C.

2. Required facilities do not currently exist or must be provided to enable compliance with rules of the Department. The situations requiring compliance are listed below:

a. Requirements for the minimum number of wells in subsection 62-555.315(1), F.A.C.;

b. Well set-back and construction requirements of Rules 62-555.312 and 62-555.315, F.A.C., respectively;

c. Treatment, storage, power, and distribution requirements of Rule 62-555.320, F.A.C.; and

d. Cross connections and backflow control requirements of Rule 62-555.360, F.A.C.

(f) A separate category having a baseline priority score of 100 points shall be assigned to all other projects that cannot be categorized under paragraphs (a) through (e) above. Examples of such projects are water softening treatment and computer or laboratory facilities.

(5) In addition to the assignment of a baseline score, each project shall be awarded points based upon the three affordability criteria outlined below. These points shall be added to the baseline category score to determine the total priority score for the project.

(a) A median household income (MHI) score shall be derived based on the extent to which a community’s MHI falls below the statewide average. Data used to determine the score shall be from the most recent decennial census or from verifiable estimates provided by the project sponsor. Household income data shall be representative of all areas to be served by the proposed project. The score is based on the following formula:

MHI score = 200 x (1.00 - MHI fraction)

Where the MHI fraction is the MHI estimate for the project service area divided by the statewide average MHI. This score shall not exceed a maximum of 100.0 points and shall be rounded to the nearest tenth of a point.

(b) Projects for small systems are generally less affordable than those for larger systems because of the limited rate base from which to recover costs. These systems also often have difficulty complying with the Act. Thus, special consideration will be given to such projects based on population. The population score is based on the following formula:

Population score = 50.0 - (P/1,000)

Where P is the population of the project’s service area. The minimum score shall be 0.0 points and shall be rounded to the nearest 0.1 point.

(c) Because very small public water systems often experience difficulty complying with the regulatory requirements, a consolidation score will be used to reflect a project’s consolidation or regionalization of such systems. For each project which consolidates or regionalizes public water systems serving 500 or fewer persons, an additional 15 points for each such system will be awarded. However, the consolidation score shall not exceed 45 points regardless of the number or consolidated or regionalized systems.
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