62-552.655 Ranking Projects for Project List Development.

Projects shall be assigned to the fundable, contingency, and planning portions of the project list each year, thus establishing project rankings. Each project shall be listed on the fundable, contingency, or planning portion. Priority score of the project, the amount of funds allocated each year by the Department, and, for construction grants and loans, readiness of the project sponsor to proceed with construction procurement shall determine the appropriate portion for project listing. The small-community reserve funds under subsection 62-552.500(1), F.A.C., shall be administered so that the ranking of qualifying projects is independent of rankings of other projects on the project list. When a segmented project is included on the fundable portion, the unfunded remainder shall be deferred to the contingency portion. Projects with equal priority scores shall be subranked in order of the date of postmark or receipt by the Department of the request for inclusion, whichever is earlier. Similar subranking of projects shall take place when updated project information is submitted under Rule 62-552.600, F.A.C.

(1) Projects shall be listed on the fundable portion of the project list if sufficient funds are expected to be available, the conditions of this section are met, and a schedule for completing all remaining program requirements before the target date has been submitted under subsection 62-552.600(2), F.A.C.

(2) The procedures for identifying the projects to be funded from the small-community reserve funds require the identification of the lowest ranked project, regardless of size of the community to be served, on the fundable portion based on the availability of unreserved funds only. Subsequent procedures are described below, and they may result in the assignment of small-community projects with relatively low priority scores to the fundable portion of the project list.

(a) When there are more qualifying small-community project needs than reserved funds available, reserved funds shall be made available in descending order of relative priority score for projects having lower priority scores than the lowest ranked fundable portion project established under subsection (2) above. Any remaining reserved funds then shall be assigned to projects in ascending order of relative priority score for projects having higher priority scores than the lowest ranked fundable portion project establish under subsection (2) above.

(b) When there are more reserved funds available than there are qualifying small-community project needs, reserved funds shall be made available for all qualifying projects regardless of priority score. After assignment of the reserved funds to all qualifying projects, the remaining funds no longer shall be reserved to fund small-community projects.

(c) The lowest ranked project not qualifying for reserve funds on the fundable portion shall be reestablished as a result of assigning reserved funds to small-community projects as described in paragraphs (a) and (b) above.

(3) When the reserved or unreserved funds expected to be available will not fully finance the lowest-ranked project being considered for the fundable portion and the project sponsor seeking funding will not commit to building the entire project without an assurance of additional funding from the Department, the entire project shall be deferred to the contingency portion and listed immediately below incompletely funded projects.

(4) Projects shall be placed on the fundable portion as described below during the annual updating under Rule 62-552.600, F.A.C. Only qualifying projects may be placed on the project list. The rules of the Department in effect when a project was placed on the contingency portion of the list shall be used to establish whether the project qualifies for a fundable portion listing. However, projects that are to serve the needs of small communities shall receive preferential consideration as described in subsection (2) above for placement on the fundable portion when there are available funds reserved for small communities.

(a) Projects, if any, included on the fundable portion of the previous fiscal year’s project list and requiring additional funds to carry out the approved scope of work shall be ranked above all other projects on the fundable portion of the project list being developed if current target date and estimated cost information are provided by February 15 under Rule 62-552.600(1), F.A.C. The incompletely funded projects shall appear on the fundable portion as follows:

1. Segmented projects limited to the maximum funding under paragraph 62-552.500(1)(d) or 62-552.600(1)(b), F.A.C., and having an unfunded remainder listed on the contingency portion in the immediately preceding fiscal year shall be advanced to the fundable portion in priority score order.

2. Other incompletely funded projects shall be listed in priority score order immediately after the segmented projects that advance from the contingency portion. Incompletely funded projects shall be listed ahead of other projects advancing from the contingency portion.

(b) Other qualifying projects shall be placed on the fundable portion in the order described below.

1. Projects receiving a priority score based on a public health risk sub-category and which were included on the preceding year’s contingency portion shall advance in priority score order. These projects shall be ranked immediately behind the incompletely funded projects.

2. All other qualifying projects shall be placed on the fundable portion in priority score order immediately behind those advancing from the contingency portion pursuant to subparagraph 1. above.

(5) The following documentation shall be postmarked or delivered to the Department by April 15 preceding list adoption under Rule 62-552.600, F.A.C., to qualify a construction loan or construction grant project for listing on the fundable portion:

(a) The water facilities plan.

(b) Evidence that the results of the Department’s environmental review have been published under subsection 62-552.700(3), F.A.C., and environmental concerns, if any, identified during the 30-day comment period have been resolved.

(c) Biddable plans and specifications and evidence that the Department has established conformance with the water facilities plan.

(d) Evidence that any of the following permitting related conditions exist for the project:

1. The use of a general permit under Rule 62-555.410, F.A.C., has been authorized;

2. An intent to issue a permit under Rules 62-555.520 and 62-555.530, F.A.C., has been established;

3. The Department has issued other authorization for project construction; or

4. The Department has determined that its authorization is not required prior to construction.

(e) Certification of availability of all project sites necessary for the purposes of construction, operation, and maintenance over the useful life of the facilities.

(f) Reasonable financial assurance that project construction will be completed. Such assurance may be in the form of a commitment to maintain adequate reserve funds dedicated throughout the construction period to ensuring project completion. Other forms of such reasonable assurance include requirements for contractors to provide performance and payment bonds under Section 255.05, F.S., and insurance covering workers’ compensation, comprehensive general liability, vehicle liability, and property damage to the extent that coverage is available for construction activities.

(g) A value engineering report for operationally related project facilities for which the adjusted post-allowance project costs are valued at more than $5,000,000.

(6) The requirements for a pre-construction loan or pre-construction grant project to qualify for a fundable portion listing are such that the project sponsor shall have postmarked or delivered documentation as required under subsections 62-552.600(1) and (2), F.A.C.

(7) Projects or portions of projects shall be placed or retained on the contingency portion during the annual updating under Rule 62-552.600, F.A.C., when the funds expected to be available are insufficient for placement on the fundable portion. The procedures for listing qualifying projects on the contingency portion are described below.

(a) Incompletely funded projects being retained on the contingency portion from the previous fiscal year’s project list shall be ranked according to priority score above all other projects. The incompletely funded projects shall be subranked as follows:

1. The unfunded segments of projects limited to the maximum funding under paragraph 62-552.500(1)(d) or 62-552.600(1)(b), F.A.C., shall have the highest ranking on the contingency portion. Such projects shall be subranked according to priority score.

2. The unfunded portion of other projects requiring additional funds to carry out the approved scope of work shall be subranked according to priority score and listed immediately after the segmented projects.

(b) Projects receiving a priority score based on a public health risk sub-category and which were included on the preceding year’s contingency portion shall advance up the contingency portion in priority score order as higher ranked projects advance to the fundable portion. The advancing projects shall be listed immediately after the unfunded projects described in subparagraph (a)2. above.

(c) Other qualifying projects shall be included, in priority score order, on the contingency portion behind the advancing projects described in paragraph (b) above.

(8) All projects that cannot be listed on the fundable or the contingency portion shall be listed on the planning portion in alphabetical order.
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