62-552.680 Project List Management.

(1) The fundable portion of the project list shall be modified as the result of a public hearing held by the ERC when grant assistance for a financially disadvantaged community is involved or as the result of a public hearing held by the Secretary or designee when loan assistance is involved as described in paragraph (a) below or as a result of an administrative action as described in paragraph (b) below. The fiscal year’s small community set-aside and financially disadvantaged community grant set-aside shall be available to add projects to the fundable portion of the project list. Such additions shall be made on a priority score basis, regardless of the characteristics of the community to be served. However, the total funding under each set-aside provided to all qualifying projects that have been listed on the fundable portion of the current fiscal year’s project list shall not exceed the original amount of each set-aside at the time of project list adoption. The amount of the set-aside for small communities and for financially disadvantaged communities is addressed in subsections 62-552.500(1) and 62-552.300(8), F.A.C., respectively. When the funds expected to be available will not fully finance the lowest-ranked project being considered for addition or advancement to the fundable portion and the project sponsor seeking funding will not commit to building the entire project without an assurance of additional funding from the Department, the project shall be listed on the contingency portion immediately below incompletely funded projects. The amount of funds assigned to any project sponsor which has already received the maximum funding assignment allowed for the fiscal year shall not be increased unless additional state or federal appropriations have been made available which increase the estimate of the funds allocated each year by the Department.

(a) Upon receipt of a written request to conduct a public hearing for the purpose of modifying the project list, the Department shall schedule a public hearing to be held within 90 days for the purpose of assigning additional funds to projects on the fundable portion and adding projects to the bottom of the fundable portion if unassigned funds are available and the requirements of this paragraph are met. Requests shall include the information identified below and shall be submitted to the Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Water Facilities Funding, MS 3505, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400. Projects categorized in subparagraphs 1. or 2. below and that have equal priority scores shall be subranked in order of the date of postmark or receipt by the Department, whichever is earlier, of the request for additional funds or for the addition of a project to the fundable portion.

1. Additional money first shall be assigned to a project included on the fundable portion of the previous or current fiscal year’s project list which requires additional funds to carry out the approved scope of work if an itemized cost breakdown and explanation are submitted that justify the requested increase. The request for inclusion previously submitted to the Department shall be used to re-establish priority scores for such previously funded projects. The previously funded projects shall have funding preference over projects currently on the fundable portion.

2. Other projects shall be added to the bottom of the fundable portion in priority score order only after assignments under subparagraph 1. above have been accomplished and all non-segmented projects receiving a priority score based on a public health risk sub-category that are on the contingency portion have advanced to the fundable portion. Additions to the bottom of the fundable portion shall be made provided that a request for inclusion has been submitted and:

a. All of the conditions under subsection 62-552.655(5), F.A.C., have been met; and

b. The project sponsor has submitted its project schedule establishing a deadline for filing a complete loan application no later than the date below corresponding to the three-month period in which the notification to the project sponsor by the Department of the listing on the fundable portion occurs.

	Notification Period
	Deadline

	January 1 to March 31
	May 15

	April 1 to June 30
	August 15

	July 1 to September 30
	November 15

	October 1 to December 31
	February 15


3. No requests for addition to the fundable portion of the project list shall be considered unless the request has been received by the Department of Environmental Protection, Bureau of Water Facilities Funding, MS 3505, 2600 Blair Stone Road, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-2400 before the date on which the public notice for the hearing appears in the Florida Administrative Weekly.

(b) Projects receiving a priority score based on a public health risk sub-category and which are not segmented projects currently listed on the contingency portion of a project list shall be administratively advanced in order of listing on the contingency portion to the fundable portion without a public hearing when unassigned funds become available. When such an advancement occurs, the deadline for filing a complete loan application shall be no later than the date given in sub-subparagraph (1)(a)2.b. above corresponding to the three-month period in which the notification to the project sponsor by the Department of the advancement occurs.

(2) The contingency portion of the project list shall be modified by assigning additional funds to projects or adding projects only as the result of a public hearing. Additional money shall be assigned to a project currently on the contingency portion if an itemized cost breakdown and explanation are submitted justifying the requested increase. Projects shall be added to the contingency portion in priority score order if a request for inclusion has been submitted, and all of the conditions under subsection 62-552.655(5), F.A.C., have been met. However, no project shall be placed above an incompletely funded project or a project receiving a priority score based on a public health risk sub-category already on the contingency portion. The timeframe for requesting an addition to the contingency portion shall be limited as set forth for the fundable portion under subparagraph (1)(a)3. above.

(3) A project shall be added to the planning portion of the project list if a request for inclusion on the planning portion is received. Additions to the planning portion shall not require a public hearing.

(4) A project shall be assigned to the planning portion of a project list when the assignment of the project to the fundable portion has been withdrawn. If a target date deadline or a deadline for submitting a complete financial assistance application is not met, the project status shall be scheduled for review at a public hearing to be held by the ERC when a grant for a financially disadvantaged community is involved or by the Secretary or designee when a loan is involved no sooner than 30 days after the deadline. If, as a result of the hearing, it is determined that the activity at issue has not been completed, the project shall be removed from the fundable portion.

(5) Projects shall be rescheduled for implementation in a future fiscal year or removed from a project list at the request of the project sponsor without a public hearing. Rescheduled projects shall be listed on the planning portion.
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