62-600.530 Reuse of Reclaimed Water and Land Application.

(1) The following requirements are applicable for slow-rate, rapid-rate, overland flow, absorption field and other land application systems potentially discharging to Class G-II ground waters as described in Chapter 62-3, F.A.C. Requirements for systems involving potential discharges to other classes of ground water (as defined by Chapter 62-3, F.A.C.) will be established by the Department on a case-by-case basis with the permittee.

(2) Systems shall be designed to meet applicable requirements contained in Chapter 62-610, F.A.C. Minimum design waste treatment standards specified in subsection 62-600.530(3), F.A.C., are described in Part II of Chapter 62-600, F.A.C., and shall be enforceable pursuant to the operational criteria in Part II of Chapter 62-600 and Rule 62-600.740, F.A.C.

(3) Waste treatment, at a minimum, shall consist of secondary treatment and, to the extent necessary, basic disinfection and pH control. These criteria are applicable as preapplication waste treatment requirements for all facilities, whether new or existing.

(a) Less stringent preapplication treatment levels may be allowed under the restricted conditions stipulated in applicable portions of Chapter 62-610, F.A.C., for overland flow and certain underdrained slow-rate land application systems; however, regardless of the level of preapplication treatment provided, the effluent finally released to receiving surface water, via the operational control facilities, shall meet the appropriate requirements in this part and Part II of Chapter 62-600, F.A.C.

(b) Additional levels of preapplication treatment (beyond the minimum) may be required by the Department as a result of: the method of reclaimed water or effluent application/distribution, the extent of intended public access, the characteristics of the potential receiving surface waters (e.g., where application site underdrainage is designed), or ground water protection pursuant to reuse or effluent disposal provisions of Chapter 62-610, F.A.C.

(4) Protection of ground water quality is of concern. The characteristics of background, or ambient, ground water quality shall be established. Two general situations will be encountered: background quality characteristics may be at or below the criteria numerically quantified in Chapter 62-3, F.A.C. (i.e., background quality is equal to, or better than, standards), in which case the land application shall not result in degradation of background water quality in excess of the water quality criteria, or background water quality characteristics may be in excess of the criteria numerically quantified in Chapter 62-3, F.A.C. (i.e., background quality is worse than standards), in which case the land application shall not result in further degradation of the background water quality. Where a surface water discharge is also involved, the underdrainage or overland flow discharge shall not result in a violation of water quality standards.
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