64B13-4.004 Manner of Application; Approved Schools or Colleges.

(1) Applications. All applications for licensure as a certified optometrist shall be made on the form titled “Application for Licensure as Certified Optometrist” number DH-MQA 1128 (Revised 07/2019), which is hereby incorporated by reference and can be obtained from the board office or at: http://www.floridaoptometry.gov, or http://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-11405. All applications for licensure as a certified optometrist shall include the non-refundable application fee as specified in subsection 64B13-6.001(5), F.A.C., and the initial licensure fee as specified in subsection 64B13-6.001(1), F.A.C. Applications will not be deemed complete until the applicant submits proof of graduation from a Board approved school or college of optometry, as specified in subsection (2), below. No application shall be deemed complete which does not set forth all the information required by said forms and which fails to include all fees as set forth in this rule. An incomplete application for licensure expires one year from the initial date of application.

(2) Approved Schools. An approved and accredited school or college of optometry is one that is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Optometric Education and that requires successful passage of the Applied Basic Science (Part I) portion of the NBEO examination as part of its educational curriculum. An applicant who has graduated from an accredited school or college of optometry that does not require passage of the Applied Basic Science (Part I) portion of the NBEO examination as part of its educational curriculum who provides evidence in an NBEO score report that the applicant successfully passed the Applied Basic Science (Part I) portion of the NBEO examination shall qualify as having graduated from an approved and accredited school or college of optometry.
(3) Certification of Licensed Practitioners. Any licensed practitioner licensed to practice optometry in Florida prior to July 1, 1993, who is not a certified optometrist and who desires to be licensed as a certified optometrist shall apply to the department for certification. The board will approve a licensed practitioner who satisfies the requirements of subsection 64B13-4.001(3) and Rule 64B13-10.001, F.A.C., and remits the fee established in subsection 64B13-6.001(5), F.A.C.
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