62-640.500 Agricultural Use Plan.

(1) An Agricultural Use Plan, submitted on Department Form 62-640.210(2)(a), shall be included in all applications for wastewater permits for all facilities, including residuals management facilities and septage management facilities, which use one or more residuals application sites, except as provided in subsection 62-640.500(7), F.A.C., or paragraph 62-640.880(3)(b), F.A.C.

(2) The Agricultural Use Plan shall describe how the use of residuals meets the general site requirements of subsection 62-640.700(2), F.A.C.

(3) The plan shall establish the location of each application zone at the site. Application zones will be sized to facilitate accurate accounting of nutrient and pollutant loading.

(4) The plan shall consider the nutrient content of all residuals, reclaimed water, and all other sources of nitrogen such as commercial fertilizers applied to the site, and the agricultural needs of crops grown on the site. For application sites located in geographic areas that have been identified by statute or rule of the Department as being subject to restrictions on phosphorus loadings (such as the Everglades Protection Area as set forth in Section 373.4592, F.S., Lake Okeechobee as set forth in Section 373.4595, F.S., and the Green Swamp Area as set forth in Section 380.0551, F.S.), the plan shall also address the potential for phosphorus movement from the site by considering:

(a) The characterization of soil phosphorus as determined by site-specific soil testing. Soil testing shall be performed on samples that are representative of the area(s) to which residuals are to be land applied. The plan shall include results of initial soil testing performed before the first application of residuals to a land application site. The plan shall also describe how soil testing will be accomplished after the completion of each crop cycle or growing season but before residuals are applied for the next crop cycle or growing season;

(b) How the phosphorus content of all sources of phosphorus applied to the site will be accounted for in establishing residuals application rates at the site;

(c) The agricultural phosphorus needs of crops grown at the site;

(d) The measures that will be used to minimize or prevent water quality impacts that could result from sediment transport from residuals application areas to surface waters. Such measures may include controlled application rates, berms, terraces, vegetated buffers, retention ponds, application methods, or water quality monitoring; and

(e) The capacity of the soil to hold phosphorus.

(5) Documentation of the slope determination procedure used for the site, under paragraph 62-640.700(7)(b), F.A.C., shall be attached to the plan.

(6) The Agricultural Use Plan shall be submitted on Department Form 62-640.210(2)(a), as a part of the application for a wastewater permit for the facility generating the residuals, except as provided in subsection 62-640.880(3), F.A.C.

(7) Residuals which qualify as Class AA quality in accordance with Rule 62-640.850, F.A.C., are exempt from the requirements of this section and may be used under the provisions of Rule 62-640.850, F.A.C.
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