62C-20.0035 Waters Exempt from Permitting.

(1) No aquatic plant management permit is required by the department for the following waters:

(a) Waters wholly owned by one person, other than the state, provided there is no connection to Waters of Special Concern.

(b) Class IV waters or artificially created waters used exclusively for agricultural purposes, provided there is no connection to Waters of Special Concern.

(c) Electrical power plant cooling ponds, reservoirs, or canals unless used as or connected to waters designated by the department as manatee aggregation sites.

(d) In waters of 10 surface acres or less provided there is no connection to Waters of Special Concern. The acreage of waters in systems with any connections shall be calculated for each individual water rather than collectively as a system. Natural connections between non-exempt waters shall be considered part of those waters.

(e) In that specific area of a waterbody where a dredge and fill activity is permitted by the Department of Environmental Protection and aquatic plants are removed as a part of the permitted activity.

(2) Although certain waters are exempt from the department’s permit requirements, all aquatic plant management activities shall be conducted in a manner so as to protect human health, safety, recreational use, and to prevent injury to non-target plant and animal life, and property, to the greatest degree practicable. When applying a herbicide in exempt waters, all persons shall comply with label rates, instructions, cautions, and directions, and shall follow the public notice requirements of paragraph 62C-20.0055(2)(c), F.A.C. No aquatic plant management activity using herbicides or mechanical harvesting equipment shall be conducted when manatees are in the control area in exempt waters. Copper-based herbicides shall not be used in any exempt waterbody connected to any natural waterbody designated as a manatee aggregation site without a permit from the department.
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