62S-4.007 Review Procedures and Criteria.

(1) Funds available under Sections 306 and 306A of the Act will be awarded pursuant to the procedures and criteria for Coastal Partnership Initiative Grants under subsection (2) of this section or the procedures and criteria for grants to state agencies and water management districts under subsection (3) of this section.  Final allocations of federal grant funds between grants under subsection (2) and grants under subsection (3) will be based on the number of eligible applicants, range of project types, coastal resource benefits of the projects, and priorities of the FCMP identified each year in the notice of availability of funds.  Funds awarded by the procedures described in this chapter shall not be used to supplant or replace any state or local funds, used as matching funds to apply for or receive other federal funds, or used as match for funds awarded as a result of the application processes described in this chapter.

(2) Coastal Partnership Initiative Grants.

(a) Minimum Criteria.  Applications shall meet the following minimum criteria in order to be reviewed by the evaluation committee:

1. A signed and complete Title Page is included with the application;

2. There is a demonstrated need for the project; and

3. The proposed solution ensures or promotes a benefit to coastal resource protection or enhancement. 

(b) Applications that meet the minimum criteria listed in subparagraphs 62S-4.007(2)(a)1.-3., F.A.C., will be reviewed by a technical evaluation committee of at least five (5) members who are appointed by the administrator of the Florida Coastal Management Program and have knowledge of current coastal resource management issues and state and federal resource management programs and activities. Each of the applications will be evaluated using the evaluation criteria below. The final score of each application shall be the average of the evaluators’ scores.

(c) Evaluation Criteria:

	Overall Criteria for all Initiative Categories
	Maximum Points

	Project Location
	

	1. Project geographic area is easily identified and is appropriate for the proposed solution.
	5

	Project Description
	

	2. Project components are clearly described.
	5

	3. Project is an appropriate solution for the demonstrated need.
	5 

	4. Applicant and partner roles have been adequately identified. 
	5

	5. Proposed solution is innovative and could be used by another group or locale facing similar circumstances. 
	5

	6. Project meets the goal of the initiative category. 
	5

	7. Applicant and partners (if any) can effectively and efficiently complete the project within one year.
	5

	Project Benefit
	

	8. There is community support for the project.
	5

	9. Project will support specific goals and objectives of the local comprehensive plan.
	5

	10. Project builds on participation in any of the following programs:
	

	a. Local Mitigation Strategy 
	5

	b. Florida Forever 
	5

	c. Waterfronts Florida
	5

	d. Front Porch Florida 
	5

	e. Designated Waterbodies 
	5

	f. SWIM Program 
	5

	g. Florida Springs 
	5

	h. Florida State Park System 
	5

	i. Gulf Ecological Management Site 
	5

	Specific Initiative Category Criteria:

11. Applications may receive a maximum of 10 points, depending on the quality of the project and the benefit it provides to the specific initiative category as presented in the application.  No application may be scored under more than one specific initiative category.
	

	For Remarkable Coastal Places
	

	a. Project site is critical to the unique diversity of Florida and has distinctive natural, cultural, historical, educational, recreational, or scientific features.
	5

	b. Project site has demonstrated significant value to the community, including economic, cultural, historical, or ecological values. 
	5

	For Community Stewardship
	

	a. Proposed solution includes clearly identified community involvement.
	5

	b. Proposed solution includes physical projects or activities on site that will result in improved pollution control or strengthen stewardship of coastal resources. 
	5

	For Access to Coastal Resources
	

	a. For physical access – Project is proximate to adequate parking or public transportation.
	5

	b. For physical access – Project provides access to an area not currently accessible with negligible disturbance to the coastal ecosystem. 
	5

	For Working Waterfronts
	

	a. Proposed solution will assist applicant in accomplishing a waterfront revitalization project, preparing for designation as a “Waterfronts Florida” community, or assisting a designated “Waterfronts Florida” community to implement specific projects. 
	5

	b. Project seeks to balance resource protection and water-dependent economic development.
	5

	Total Maximum Points Possible
	100


(d) Within each category, the projects that receive a final score of at least 50 points will be eligible for funding in rank order by score, depending on the availability of funds. If more than one project in a category receives the same score, those projects will receive equal treatment in making funding decisions.

(e) Projects will be funded in rank order by score as determined by the Evaluation Committee and subject to the availability of funds for Coastal Partnership Initiative Grants pursuant to subsection 62S-4.007(1), F.A.C. If the project is funded by NOAA, the subgrant agreement shall be executed within 90 days from approval. Failing timely execution, the subgrant award shall not be awarded. Instead, the funds shall be awarded to another project that best meets the priorities of the FCMP identified in the notice of availability of funds.

(f) When the amount of funding is known, initially 25 percent (25%) of available funding will be allocated to each initiative category. If funds are remaining in a particular initiative category after fully funding all applications in that category that receive at least 50 points, then any excess funds within that category will be redistributed among any other categories in which the initial allocation is insufficient to fully fund all applications in that category that receive at least 50 points. When an allocation to a category results in a partially funded project, the FCMP shall strive to apply supplemental funds to completely fund the project.  The ability to supplement an allocation to a Coastal Partnership Initiative category is dependent on the availability of funds.

(3) Coastal Management Grants to State Agencies and Water Management Districts.

(a) The FCMP shall review applications in consultation with agencies having the appropriate expertise to evaluate the merits of the projects and provide technical comments and recommendations to the FCMP.  After the consultation, the FCMP shall determine which projects will be included in the state’s cooperative agreement application to NOAA based on the following criteria:  the project’s feasibility; the cost-effectiveness of the project; and the degree to which the project meets the priorities stated in the notice of availability of funds, complements other state and federal resource management programs and initiatives, and meets or reduces an unmet need. 

(b) If funds become available during the grant year subsequent to the application process described above and are not needed to administer the FCMP, the FCMP shall consult with its state agency partners in order to select projects, subject to approval by NOAA, based on the project’s feasibility and cost-effectiveness and the degree to which the project complements other state and federal coastal resource management programs and initiatives and meets or reduces an unmet need. To the extent funds become available, the FCMP shall distribute those funds to the selected projects.
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