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Notice of Funding Availability
Rural Infrastructure Fund Program (RIF) FY 2020-2021
The Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) announces the availability of funding for local governments of rural counties and municipalities through the Rural Infrastructure Fund (RIF) grant program. The RIF is a reimbursement grant program created to facilitate the planning, preparing and financing of infrastructure projects in rural communities, which will encourage job creation, capital investment and the strengthening and diversification of rural economies. This program is also intended to facilitate access to other state and federal infrastructure funding programs.
The 2020 Florida Legislature appropriated $8.6 million for the FY 2020-2021 RIF as follows:
· $3.6 million in RIF base funding

· $5 million in Florida Panhandle Specific Appropriation

GRANT APPLICATION CYCLES AND SUBMISSION:

· RIF Base Funding:

·         The application cycle will open September 30, 2020, and will be reviewed on a first-come, first-serve basis until all funds have been awarded. Applications will be reviewed and recommended based on application completeness, eligibility and statutory factors for funding consideration.

·         Eligible applicants are units of local government within an area designated as a Rural Area of Opportunity, or a rural county or community, as defined by the Rural Economic Development Initiative pursuant to Section 288.0656, Florida Statutes.

·                     Florida Panhandle Specific Appropriation

·         The application cycle will open September 30, 2020, and will close at 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time on November 30, 2020. Applications will be reviewed upon closing of the application cycle and awards will be recommended based on application completeness, eligibility and statutory factors for funding consideration. Any remaining funds will be made available for future application cycles, if necessary.

·         Eligible applicants are Calhoun, Gadsden, Holmes, Jackson, Liberty and Washington counties local governments and all municipalities within their boundaries.

·                     DEO has developed an online grant application, which will be available on September 30, 2020, for submission for both application cycles above.

·         RIF FY 20-21 online grant application link and application instructions will be available at www.floridajobs.org/RIF.
·         Read instructions thoroughly before beginning the online grant application.

FY 20-21 RIF APPLICATION WORKSHOP WEBINAR:
·         The RIF FY 20-21 Application Workshop webinar will be held on October 8, 2020, 2:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Eastern Time via teleconference at https://www.gotomeet.me/SeanLewis3/fy-20-21-rural-infrastructure-fund-rif-application or you may call-in at 1(877)309-2073 (Access Code: 433-403-157).
·         The webinar will provide a RIF program overview and instructions for completion and submission of the RIF FY 20-21 grant application.
Additional resources and other RIF program information can be found on the DEO website at www.floridajobs.org/RIF.
For questions or requests for technical assistance regarding the RIF program, proposed projects or the completion and submission of an application, please email RIF@deo.myflorida.com or call (850)717-8481.
