64B5-2.0135 Dental Hygiene Examination.

(1) The Board specifies that the dental hygiene licensure examination administered by the Department of Health shall consist of two portions. One portion of the examination shall consist of a written examination and one portion of the examination shall be a clinical (or practical) examination. A final grade of 75 or better on the written portion and a final grade of 3 or better on the clinical (or practical) portion is required to achieve a passing score. An applicant who passes one portion of the examination and not the other need only retake the portion that he failed.

(a) A candidate must successfully complete both portions of the examination within a thirteen month period in order to qualify for licensure. If the candidate fails to successfully complete both portions within that time period, then the candidate must retake the entire examination.

(b) Any dental hygiene applicant who fails to pass the clinical portion of the examination in 3 attempts shall not be eligible for reexamination until he successfully completes one academic semester of clinical course work at the senior clinical practice level at a dental hygiene school approved by the American Dental Association Commission on Accreditation. The applicant must furnish proof from the accredited dental hygiene school of his successful completion of the course work required by this rule. Applicants who fail to establish compliance with this rule shall automatically be denied permission to sit for reexamination.

(2) The written portion of the examination shall test on the law and rules of the State of Florida regulating the practice of dentistry and dental hygiene.

(3) The clinical (or practical) portion of the examination requires a candidate to perform a complete prophylaxis. In addition, root planing will be performed on 4 designated teeth, none of which shall be primary teeth. More specifically, the clinical (or practical) portion of the examination shall consist of 3 parts and shall be weighted as to each part as follows:

(a) Scaling/calculus removal 70%.

(b) Polishing 10%.

(c) Root planing 20%.

(4) The total time allowed for the clinical (or practical) portion will be 150 minutes and the clinical (or practical) portion is to be performed on a patient provided by the applicant. It is the applicant’s responsibility to provide a patient whose medical history permits dental treatment, who is at least 18 years of age, and who has a minimum of 20 natural teeth with generalized light to moderate calculus, both supra and submarginal. The applicant’s patient must have a minimum of 4 teeth, none of which shall have a full crown restoration, with not less than 4 mm. pockets which require root planing at least one of which shall be a multi-rooted molar which is in proximal contact with at least one other tooth. In order that the examination may be conducted in an efficient and orderly manner, an applicant will be allowed no more than three attempts to qualify a patient during the specified check-in period.

(5) The following criteria shall be utilized in grading the three (3) parts of the clinical (or practical) portion of the examination. Failure to meet this criteria shall be regarded as an error.

(a) Scaling/calculus removal:

1. Complete removal of all supra- marginal calculus from each tooth without laceration to the surrounding tissues.

2. Complete removal of all submarginal calculus from each tooth without laceration to the surrounding tissues.

(b) Polishing: Complete removal of all plaque from each tooth without abrasion.

(c) Root planing: Smoothing of all rough root surfaces.

(6) The three parts of the clinical (or practical) portion of the examination shall be graded as follows:

(a) For the scaling/calculus removal part, an applicant’s score will be based on the absence of or number of corroborated errors committed.

	Errors
	Grade 

	
8
	0 

	7
	1 

	6
	2 

	5
	3 

	4
	4 

	0–3
	5 


(b) For the polishing part, an applicant’s score will be based on the absence of or number of corroborated errors committed.

	Errors
	Grade 

	
8
	0 

	7
	1 

	6
	2 

	5
	3 

	4
	4 

	0–3
	5 


(c) For the root planing part, an applicant’s score will be based on the absence of or number of corroborated errors committed. Only four teeth will be evaluated and at least one of which shall be a multi-rooted molar. The four teeth will be identified by the applicant and authorized by the examiner prior to the beginning of the clinical (or practical) part.

	Errors
	Grade 

	
4
	0.0 

	3
	0.5 

	2
	2.0 

	1
	3.5 

	0
	5 


(7) Applicants for examination or re-examination must have taken and successfully completed the National Board of Dental Hygiene examination and received a National Board Certificate within the past ten (10) years.

(8) Every candidate who is scheduled to take the clinical (or practical) portion of the examination or who is scheduled to retake the clinical (or practical) portion must secure liability insurance coverage for injuries which may be sustained or may be claimed to have been sustained by a dental patient in the course of the examination and present proof of such coverage to the credentials committee before he or she will be allowed to perform any procedures on a live patient.

(9) Candidates for the dental hygiene state clinical boards may assess patients for suitability as board patients at any dental office under the direct supervision of a dentist, or at any accredited dental hygiene program or accredited dental school under direct supervision of a program faculty member.
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