62-331.247 General Permit for Removal of Low-Head Dams.
(1) This general permit authorizes structures, work, dredging, and filling associated with the removal of low-head dams. For the purposes of this general permit, the term “low-head dam” is defined as a dam built across a stream to pass flows from upstream over all, or nearly all, of the width of the dam crest on a continual and uncontrolled basis. During a drought, there might not be water flowing over the dam crest. Low-head dams do not have a separate spillway or spillway gates, but it may have an uncontrolled spillway. The dam crest is the top of the dam from left abutment to right abutment, and if present, an uncontrolled spillway. A low-head dam provides little storage function.

(2) This general permit is subject to the following conditions:

(a) The removed low-head dam structure must be deposited and retained in an upland area, unless otherwise specifically approved by the Agency under separate authorization;

(b) The Agency may require compensatory mitigation if the net increase in ecological function from the removal and any related restoration activities does not fully offset any loss in ecological function resulting from the dam removal.

(c) In waters accessible to manatees, the Agency shall coordinate with the appropriate state or federal wildlife agency so that appropriate action can be taken to limit potential adverse effects to manatees.

(3) This general permit does not authorize:

(a) Dredging, filling, work, or structures to restore the stream in the vicinity of the low-head dam, including the former impoundment area. Such projects may be authorized under the general permit in Rule 62-331.225, F.A.C., or an individual permit.

(b) Dredging, filling, work or structures to stabilize stream banks. Bank stabilization activities may be authorized by the general permit in Rule 62-331.216, F.A.C., or an individual permit.

(4) The permittee shall submit a notice of intent to use this general permit to the Agency prior to commencing the activity.
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