Notice of Variances and Waivers

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Office of Early Learning
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

6M-8.620
Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Pre- and Post-Assessment Compliance

The Office of Early Learning hereby gives notice: On December 17, 2020, the Office of Early Learning issued an Order granting the Association of Early Learning Coalitions, Inc., a variance from Rule 6M-8.620, Florida Administrative Code, based upon the impact of Hurricane Sally and the implementation of VPK Flexible Innovative Options which was a result of the impact of COVID-19 public health emergency on the operations of the Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Education program. The petition was received by the Office of Early Learning on or about November 13, 2020. Notice of receipt was published in the Florida Administrative Register, Volume 46, Number 224 on November 17, 2020. No public comment was received.
The Order grants a variance to Rule 6M-8.620 to authorize amendment to the Voluntary Prekindergarten (VPK) Pre- and Post-Assessment Compliance. The order authorizes a variance to allow the local early learning coalition and the RCMA to properly oversee compliance with the rule, including authorizing the elimination of the required AP1 assessment for the 2020-21 school year program for those providers within their coalition boundaries that were unable to comply with the rule as a result directly related to the hurricane emergency or transition to a VPK Flex program The Office granted the variance because the Petitioner has satisfied the requirements under Section 120.542, Florida Statutes.

A copy of the Order or additional information may be obtained by contacting: Agency Clerk, Office of Early Learning, 250 Marriott Drive, Tallahassee, FL 32399, email: agency.clerk@OEL.myflorida.com.
