64B8-5.002 Licensure Examination Pursuant to Section 458.3115, Florida Statutes.

For the purpose of seeking licensure pursuant to Section 458.3115, F.S., the Board of Medicine interprets the phrase “successful completion of the licensure examination” as requiring a passing score of no less than 75 on each part of the FLEX or USMLE or a scaled score of 350 on the equivalent parts of the Department-developed examination (FMLE) within the time frame set forth in Section 458.3115, F.S.

(1) The “Florida Medical Licensure Examination” (FMLE) shall be administered by the Department and the examination consists of two parts. An applicant who chooses to take the licensure examination is required to pass both parts of the examination in order to receive a restricted license to practice medicine in the state.

(2) The FMLE examination consists of the following parts:

(a) Part I – a general written examination containing approximately 400 equally weighted questions which is intended to measure knowledge and understanding of basic and clinical science principles and mechanisms underlying diseases and modes of therapy.

(b) Part II – a written examination containing approximately 400 equally weighted questions that is intended to assess the clinical knowledge and cognitive abilities required of a physician assuming general delivery of medical care to patients.

(3) The minimum passing score for Part I, the general written examination will be a scaled score of 350. The minimum passing score for Part II, assessing clinical knowledge, will be a scaled score of 350.

(4) The questions in Part I, the general written examination, may be drawn from the entire range of medical science content, including the following subject areas:

(a) Basic Sciences – 25% of Part I of the examination. The percent distributions shown below are approximate percentages.


 1. General Principles
10% 


 2. Hematopoietic and Lymphoreticular Systems
1.5% 


 3. Central and Peripheral Nervous Systems
1.5% 


 4. Skin and Related Connective Tissue
1.5% 


 5. Musculoskeletal System
1.5% 


 6. Respiratory System
1.5% 


 7. Cardiovascular System
1.5% 


 8. Gastrointestinal System
1.5% 


 9. Renal/Urinary System
1.5% 


 10. Reproductive System
1.5% 


 11. Endocrine System
1.5% 

(b) Disease Processes – 75% of Part I of the Examination. The percent distributions shown below are approximate percentages.


 1. General Principles
5% 


 2. Infectious and Parasitic Diseases
6% 


 3. Diseases of the Blood and Blood-Forming Organs
4% 


 4. Psychiatric Disorders
3% 


 5. Diseases of the Nervous System
5% 


 6. Cardiovascular Disorders
6% 


 7. Diseases of the Respiratory System
6% 


 8. Nutritional and Digestive Disorders
5% 


 9. Gynecologic Disorders
6% 


 10. Renal, Urinary, and Male Reproductive Systems
5% 


 11. Diseases of Pregnancy, Childbirth, and Puerperium
6% 


 12. Disorders of the Skin and Subcutaneous Tissues
3% 


 13. Diseases of the Musculoskeletal System and Connective Tissue
5% 


 14. Endocrine and Metabolic Disorders
5% 


 15. Disorders of the Eyes and Ears
2% 


 16. Immune Disorders
3% 

(5) The questions in Part II, assessing clinical knowledge may be drawn from the entire range of physician behaviors, and involve normal function or pathophysiology of the following systems which are shown with approximate percentage distributions:


 (a) Cardiovascular
15% 


 (b) Gastrointestinal
15% 


 (c) Neurologic
9% 


 (d) Psychologic/Interpersonal
6% 


 (e) Reproductive
7% 


 (f) Respiratory
15% 


 (g) Musculoskeletal/Dermatologic
12% 


 (h) Endocrine/Metabolic
13% 


 (i) Ophthalmologic/Otolaryncologic or Special Senses
3% 


 (j) Hematologic
5% 

(6) For each system listed in paragraph (5) above, the questions in Part II will cover the following clinical contexts:

(a) Well-care/preventive medicine;

(b) Acute, circumscribed problems;

(c) Ill-defined presentations or problems;

(d) Chronic or progressive illness;

(e) Emergency conditions, critical care; and

(f) Behavioral/emotional problems.

(7) For each system listed in paragraph (5) above, questions will cover the following physician behaviors:

(a) Data gathering;

(b) Diagnosis;

(c) Treatment;

(d) Prevention; and

(e) Applying scientific concepts in each content area.

(8) Applicants may use a combination of FLEX and FMLE scores to establish successful completion of both parts of the licensure examination (e.g., FLEX, Part I with a score of 75 and FMLE, Part II, with a scaled score of 350.)
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