Notice of Emergency Rule 
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RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

64DER21-3
Physician Determination of Extremely Vulnerable Persons for Purposes of COVID-19 Vaccination

SPECIFIC REASONS FOR FINDING AN IMMEDIATE DANGER TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY OR WELFARE: Novel Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) is a severe acute respiratory illness that can spread among humans through respiratory transmission and presents with symptoms similar to those of influenza. COVID-19 is a communicable disease with significant morbidity and mortality and presents a severe danger to public health. On March 1, 2020, a Public Health Emergency was declared by the Surgeon General to exist statewide in accordance with Executive Order 20-51. On March 9, 2020, Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 20-52 declaring that a state of emergency exists in the State of Florida. Therefore, there is an immediate need to adopt rules setting forth the procedures to control the spread of COVID-19 to protect the health, safety and welfare of Florida’s citizens.

REASON FOR CONCLUDING THAT THE PROCEDURE IS FAIR UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES: COVID-19 presents a public health threat to the state of Florida. On March 1, 2021, Governor Ron DeSantis issued Executive Order 21-47 (EO 21-47), effective March 3, 2021, extending the first phase of COVID-19 vaccination to include, among others, those persons determined by a physician to be extremely vulnerable to COVID-19. As required in EO 21-47, the department must establish a form for the physician to use in making such determination.
SUMMARY: Emergency rule 64DER21-3 provides the form for use by physicians to certify a person is “extremely vulnerable” to COVID-19.
THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE EMERGENCY RULE IS: Carina Blackmore, Florida Department of Health, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1703, (850)245-4732.
THE FULL TEXT OF THE EMERGENCY RULE IS:

64DER21-3 Physician Determination of Extremely Vulnerable Persons for Purposes of COVID-19 Vaccination
Pursuant to Executive Order 21-47, effective on March 3, 2021, physicians licensed under chapters 458 and 459, Florida Statutes, may determine that a person is “extremely vulnerable” to COVID-19 for the purpose of eligibility for a COVID-19 vaccine. The physician determination must be made using DH8014-DCHP-03/2021, COVID-19 Determination of Extreme Vulnerability, (03/2021), which is incorporated by reference and available at http://ww11.doh.state.fl.us/comm/_partners/covid19_report_archive/covid-physician-form/EO-21-47-Form.pdf.
Rulemaking Authority 381.0011(2), 381.003(2), FS. Law Implemented 381.0011(2), (3), 381.003(1)(d), FS. History–New 03-02-21.
THIS RULE TAKES EFFECT UPON BEING FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE UNLESS A LATER TIME AND DATE IS SPECIFIED IN THE RULE.
EFFECTIVE DATE: March 2, 2021
