64B9-4.003 Program Guidelines.

(1) The nurse practitioner certificate program which prepares the registered nurse for advanced or specialized nursing practice as an Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioner shall meet the following criteria:

(a) The program shall have as its primary purpose the preparation of nurses for advanced and specialized levels of nursing practice in the expanded nursing role.

(b) The philosophy, purpose, and objectives of the program shall be clearly defined and available in written form.

(c) The objectives reflecting the philosophy shall be stated in behavioral terms and describe the competencies of the graduate.

(d) The program shall reflect the following administrative policies:

1. Admission criteria shall be clearly stated and available in written form. In Florida, admission criteria shall include that the student holds a current unencumbered Registered Nurse license under Section 464.008 or 464.009, F.S.

2. Admission requirements, philosophy objectives and criteria shall be available to the student.

3. Policies for withdrawal, dismissal, and readmission shall be available to the student.

4. The student shall receive official evidence that indicates successful completion of the program.

5. The program shall be conducted by one of the following:

a. An accredited school of nursing that offers a baccalaureate or higher degree in nursing.

b. An accredited school of medicine.

c. An institution or health care agency approved by the Board.

(e) Faculty shall meet the following requirements:

1. Nursing faculty shall hold current licensure to practice.

2. Medical faculty shall hold current licensure to practice or current required credentials for teaching.

3. Faculty shall include currently practicing Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioners.

4. There shall be an adequate number of qualified faculty in the specialty area available to develop and implement the program and achieve the stated objectives.

5. Preceptors shall participate in teaching, supervising, and evaluating students.

(f) Curriculum of the Advanced Nursing Program shall reflect the following:

1. The course content, methods of instruction and learning experiences shall be consistent with the philosophy and objectives of the program.

2. Outlines and descriptions of all learning experiences shall be available in written form.

3. The program shall be at least one (1) academic year in length and shall include theory in the biological, behavioral, nursing and medical sciences relevant to the area of advanced practice, in addition to clinical experience with a qualified preceptor.

4. The program shall include, but not be limited, to the following areas:

a. Theory and directed clinical experience in comprehensive physical and biopsychosocial assessment.

b. Interviewing and communication skills.

c. Eliciting, recording, and maintaining a health history.

d. Interpretation of laboratory findings.

e. Pharmacotherapeutics, to include the initiation, selection, and modification of selected medications.

f. Initiation and modification of selected therapies.

g. Nutrition, including modifications of diet.

h. Providing emergency treatments.

i. Assessment of community resources and referrals to appropriate professionals or agencies.

j. Role realignment.

k. Legal implications of the advanced nursing practice nurse practitioner role.

l. Health care delivery systems.

m. Management of selected diseases and illnesses.

n. Differential diagnosis related to specialty problems.

(g) The program shall provide a minimum of 500 hours of supervised clinical experience in the performance of the specialized diagnostic procedures that are essential to practice in that specialty area.

(h) Records of the program, philosophy, objectives, administration, faculty, curriculum, students and graduates shall be maintained systematically and be retrievable.

(i) Provision shall be made for periodic program evaluation by the faculty and students.

(2) Graduation from a program leading to a master’s, a post-masters, a doctoral, or post-doctoral degree, which prepares the nurse for advanced or specialized nursing practice as an Advanced Registered Nurse Practitioner shall meet the following criteria:

(a) The program shall prepare nurses as nurse practitioners, certified registered nurse anesthetists or nurse midwives.

(b) The philosophy, purpose, and objectives of the program shall be clearly defined and available in written form.

(c) The objectives shall be stated in behavioral terms and describe the competencies of the graduate.

(d) The curriculum shall include, but not be limited to, the following practitioner skills:

1. Theory and directed clinical experience in physical and biopsychosocial assessment.

2. Interviewing and communication skills relevant to obtaining and maintaining a health history.

3. Pharmacotherapeutics, including selecting, prescribing, initiating, and modifying medications in the management of health/ illness.

4. Selecting, initiating and modifying diets and therapies in the management of health/illness.

5. Performance of specialized diagnostic tests that are essential to the area of advanced practice.

6. Differential diagnosis pertinent to the specialty area.

7. Interpretation of laboratory findings.

8. Management of selected diseased and illnesses.

9. Professional socialization/role realignment.

10. Legal implications of the advanced nursing practice/nurse practitioner role.

11. Health delivery systems, including assessment of community resources and referrals to appropriate professionals or agencies.

12. Providing emergency treatments.

13. A minimum of 500 hours of preceptorship/supervised clinical experience in the performance of the specialized diagnostic procedures that are essential to practice in that specialty area.

(e) Faculty shall include currently practicing ARNP’s.

(f) Records of the program, philosophy, objectives, administration, faculty, curriculum, students and graduates shall be maintained systematically and be retrievable.
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