64B9-8.001 The Probable Cause Panel.

(1) The determination as to whether probable cause exists shall be made by a majority vote of a probable cause panel of the Board.

(a) The Board establishes three probable cause panels of two persons each to be appointed by the Chairman of the Board. Each panel may have one former Board member serve, and at least one member of each panel must be an active licensee of the Board. No more than one member of each panel shall be a consumer member. One member of each panel shall be designated chairman. The Board may designate one panel to review the cases closed by the Department.

(b) One panel shall be designated as the North Florida probable cause panel and shall consist of members residing in the northern part of the state. Cases arising from the southern part of the state shall be referred to the North Florida panel.

(c) One panel shall be designated as the Central Florida probable cause panel and shall consist of members residing in the middle part of the state. Cases arising from the northern part of the state shall be referred to the Central Florida panel.

(d) One panel shall be designated as the South Florida probable cause panel and shall consist of members residing in the southern part of the state. Cases arising from the central part of the state shall be referred to the South Florida panel.

(e) It is the Board’s intent to distribute the workload equitably among the three panels and to conduct meetings in a geographically convenient and economical manner for the panel members. A panel may refuse to consider a case that clearly belongs to another panel. However, it is not the intent of the Board to require mathematical and geographic precision. That one panel acted on a case which arguably should have been considered by another shall not be grounds to invalidate that panel’s action.

(f) If a case needs to be reconsidered by the probable cause panel for any reason, the case must be taken to the panel which initially considered it.

(2) The panel shall:

(a) Suggest penalties for inclusion in any stipulations between the Department and the licensee, based on the material submitted by the Department, the Board’s past treatment of similar cases, and the Board’s disciplinary guidelines. All stipulations and terms shall be subject to approval or rejection by the full Board.

(b) Receive interim reports from the probation supervisor to consider referring potential problem probationers to the full Board or for further investigation and a probable cause determination.

(3) The panel may consider and recommend rules concerning disciplinary actions, procedures, and penalties to the full Board.
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