64B9-12.001 Statement of Intent and Purpose.

(1) The “practice of practical nursing” as defined by Section 464.003(3)(b), Florida Statutes, includes the “administration of treatments and medication,” under direction, and holds the licensed practical nurse “responsible and accountable for making decisions . . . based upon the individual’s educational preparation and experience in nursing.” As medical science advances and the demands for health care in Florida grow, the scope of nursing practice, in general, and of the practice of practical nursing, in particular, is expanding. It has become necessary that the licensed practical nurse, when qualified by training and education and when approved by the institution at which the licensed practical nurse is employed, engage in the limited administration of intravenous therapy both to serve the public and to allow the professional nurse to better perform those acts requiring professional nursing specialized knowledge, judgment and skill.

(2) The purpose of this rule is to protect the public by ensuring the availability of intravenous therapy and its competent administration in the care of the ill, injured or the infirm. In keeping with the purpose, this rule authorizes the qualified licensed practical nurse to administer those aspects of intravenous therapy within the scope of practice of the licensed practical nurse, enumerates those aspects of intravenous therapy outside the scope of practice of the licensed practical nurse, and sets out the educational and/or competency verification necessary to administer, under direction, limited forms of intravenous therapy.

Specific Authority 464.006 FS. Law Implemented 464.003(3)(b) FS. History–New 1-16-91, Formerly 21O-21.001, 61F7-12.001, 59S-12.001.

