64B13-15.001 Purpose.

(1) Section 456.079, F.S., requires the Board to establish by rule disciplinary guidelines applicable to each specific ground for disciplinary action which may be imposed by the Board.

(2) The disciplinary guidelines contained in Rule Chapter 64B13-15, F.A.C., specify a meaningful range of designated penalties based upon the severity and repetition of a specific violation or violations. In addition, a minor violation or violations are distinguished from a major violation or violations. The disciplinary guidelines are intended to provide reasonable and meaningful notice to the public and the optometric profession of likely penalties which will be consistently imposed for proscribed conduct.

(3) A specific finding of the applicability of a mitigating or aggravating circumstance shall permit the Board to impose a penalty or penalties for a violation other than the penalty provided for in the guidelines.

Specific Authority 456.079 FS. Law Implemented 456.079 FS. History–New 2-24-87, Formerly 21Q-15.001, 61F8-15.001, 59V-15.001.

