64B16-28.503 Transmission of Starter Dose Prescriptions for Patients in Class I Institutional or Modified II B Facilities.

(1) Definitions.

(a) “Vendor pharmacy” means a community pharmacy or special closed system pharmacy which has a contract to dispense a medicinal drug to a patient in a facility holding a Class I Institutional Permit or Modified II B Permit.

(b) “Starter dose pharmacy” means a pharmacy that dispenses a medicinal drug pursuant to a starter dose prescription to a patient in a facility served by the vendor pharmacy.

(c) “Starter dose prescription” means a prescription transmitted by a vendor pharmacy to a starter dose pharmacy for the purpose of initiating drug therapy for a patient in a facility served by the vendor pharmacy.

(2) A vendor pharmacy may transmit a starter dose prescription to a starter dose pharmacy if the vendor pharmacy:

(a) Has written authorization from the facility to utilize a starter dose pharmacy.

(b) Has a written contract with the starter dose pharmacy.

(c) Has written authorization from a prescribing practitioner to act as the practitioner’s agent for the purpose of transmitting a starter dose prescription.

(d) Possess a valid prescription from the prescribing practitioner prior to transmitting the starter dose prescription.

(e) Maintains a record of each starter dose prescription.

(f) Maintains a policy and procedure manual that references starter dose prescriptions.

(3) A starter dose pharmacy may dispense a medicinal drug pursuant to a starter dose prescription for a patient in a facility that holds a Class I Institutional Permit or Modified II B Permit if the starter dose pharmacy:

(a) Has a written contract with the vendor pharmacy.

(b) Maintains a record of each starter dose prescription.

(c) Maintains a policy and procedure manual that references starter dose prescriptions.

(4) The contract between a vendor pharmacy and a prescribing practitioner shall:

(a) Be in writing.

(b) Identify each facility served by the vendor pharmacy for which the authorization is valid.

(c) Authorize the vendor pharmacy to transmit, as an agent of the practitioner, a starter dose prescription to a starter dose pharmacy.

(d) Be on file at the vendor pharmacy, at the facility served by the vendor pharmacy, and with the prescribing practitioner.

(e) Be available for inspection by agents of the Department of Health or the Board of Pharmacy.

(5) The contract between the vendor pharmacy and the starter dose pharmacy shall:

(a) Be in writing.

(b) Identify each facility served by the vendor pharmacy.

(c) Assign the responsibility for prospective drug use review required by Rule 64B16-27.810, F.A.C., to the vendor pharmacy.

(d) Assign the responsibility for patient counseling required by Rule 64B16-27.820, F.A.C., to the vendor pharmacy.

(e) Be referenced in the Policy and Procedure Manual of the vendor pharmacy and of the starter dose pharmacy.

(f) Be updated as necessary to identify facilities or practitioners.

(g) Be on file at the vendor pharmacy, at the starter dose pharmacy, and at the facility.

(h) Be available for inspection by authorized agents of the Department of Health and the Board of Pharmacy.

(6) A record of each starter dose prescription shall be:

(a) Readily retrievable.

(b) Maintained for two years.
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