Notice of Proposed Rule

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

6A-10.0240
Minimum Standards for Out-of-state High School Equivalency Diplomas

PURPOSE AND EFFECT: Students seeking admission to Florida College System (FCS) institutions are required to provide documentation of a high school diploma or its equivalent. In Florida, students earn a State of Florida High School Equivalency Diploma by successfully passing the 2014 GED® Test. Other states award state-recognized high school equivalency diplomas through passing scores on the Test Assessing Secondary Completion (TASC), High School Equivalency Test (HiSET) or California High School Proficiency Exam, which are recognized by the U.S. Department of Education as alternatives to the GED® for financial aid purposes. Currently, FCS institutions do not have a mechanism to accept a state-recognized high school equivalency diploma earned via alternatives to the GED®. The proposed rule will reduce a barrier to entry by ensuring reciprocity for prospective students with a state-recognized high school equivalency diploma earned via passing scores on the HiSET, TASC or California High School Proficiency Exam. Students seeking admission to Florida College System (FCS) institutions are required to provide documentation of a high school diploma or its equivalent.

SUMMARY: The proposed rule will provide a mechanism for student admission to a FCS institution with a high school equivalency diploma that is issued by another state, which are recognized by the U.S. Department of Education as alternatives to the GED® for financial aid purposes.

SUMMARY OF STATEMENT OF ESTIMATED REGULATORY COSTS AND LEGISLATIVE RATIFICATION:

The Agency has determined that this will not have an adverse impact on small business or likely increase directly or indirectly regulatory costs in excess of $200,000 in the aggregate within one year after the implementation of the rule. A SERC has not been prepared by the Agency.

The Agency has determined that the proposed rule is not expected to require legislative ratification based on the statement of estimated regulatory costs or if no SERC is required, the information expressly relied upon and described herein: The proposed rule will not have any costs to students or institutions since it is expanding the types of high school equivalency diplomas accepted under current law and rule. The rule will not require legislative ratification.

Any person who wishes to provide information regarding a statement of estimated regulatory costs, or provide a proposal for a lower cost regulatory alternative must do so in writing within 21 days of this notice.

RULEMAKING AUTHORITY: 1001.02(1), 1007.263(2)(a), F.S.

LAW IMPLEMENTED: 1007.263, F.S.

A HEARING WILL BE HELD AT THE DATE, TIME AND PLACE SHOWN BELOW: 
DATE AND TIME: August 18, 2021, 9:00 a.m.
PLACE: Miami Dade College, Wolfson Campus. 254 N.E. 4th Street, Building 3, Miami, FL 33132.
THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE PROPOSED RULE IS: Mike Sfiropoulos, Ph.D., Director of Academic Affairs, Division of Florida Colleges, Mike.Sfiropoulos@fldoe.org or (850)245-9523.
THE FULL TEXT OF THE PROPOSED RULE IS:

6A-10.0240 Minimum Standards for Out-of-state High School Equivalency Diplomas
This rule establishes the following minimum standards for a high school equivalency diploma issued by a state other than Florida for the purpose of admission to an associate degree program at Florida College System institutions:
(1) The diploma was issued based on a student achieving a passing score on the High School Equivalency Test (HiSET), the Test Assessing Secondary Completion (TASC), or the California High School Proficiency Exam; or
(2) The diploma was issued based on a student achieving a combination of passing scores on HiSET, TASC or GED® subtests.
Rulemaking Authority 1001.02(1), 1007.263(2)(a) FS. Law Implemented 1007.263, FS. History‒New
NAME OF PERSON ORIGINATING PROPOSED RULE: Mike Sfiropoulos, Ph.D., Director of Academic Affairs, Division of Florida Colleges.
NAME OF AGENCY HEAD WHO APPROVED THE PROPOSED RULE: Richard Corcoran, Commissioner, Department of Education.
DATE PROPOSED RULE APPROVED BY AGENCY HEAD: July 13, 2021
DATE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULE DEVELOPMENT PUBLISHED IN FAR: June 22, 2021
