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DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY
Division of Community Development
Low-Income Household Water Assistance Program (LIHWAP) Notice of Public Comment, August 2-5, 2021

The Florida Department of Economic Opportunity announces an opportunity for public review of the state’s application for Low-Income Household Water Assistance Program (LIHWAP) funds.

DATE AND TIME: August 2, 2021 through August 5, 2021. The proposed application has been developed in compliance with the requirements of the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2020 and the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 and includes information on the types of activities to be supported and categories or characteristics of individuals to be served through use of the state’s allocation of LIHWAP funding.

PLACE: The Florida Department of Economic Opportunity (DEO) will receive comments and recommendations on the Low-Income Household Water Assistance Program application via email at LIHWAP@deo.myflorida.com. All comments submitted by email will be included as part of the official record and considered by DEO.
GENERAL SUBJECT MATTER TO BE CONSIDERED:  The Low-Income Household Water Assistance Program (LIHWAP) was created as an emergency program to provide funds to help low-income households affected by the COVID-19 pandemic pay their water and wastewater bills, avoid water shut-offs, and support water reconnections related to nonpayment. The program was funded through two Congressional spending packages: $638 million as part of the $2.3 trillion spending package passed in December and $500 million from the American Rescue Plan passed in March 2021.
The United States Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), Administration for Children and Families (ACF), Office of Community Services (OCS), Division of Energy Assistance (DEA), administers LIHWAP. The administration of this program is authorized under Section 553 Title V of Division H of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021, Public Law No. 116-260 and the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, Public Law 117-2. HHS has provided guidance that LIHWAP should be modeled on existing processes, procedures, policies, and systems in place to provide assistance, such as the Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) administered by DEO.

Approximately $75 million was appropriated to Florida through the Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2021 and the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 in one-time funding to assist low-income households with water and wastewater bills.  DEO has been designated the administering agency for LIHWAP in Florida. 
The LIHWAP Model Plan outlines eligibility requirements, benefit levels, and the projected funds for LIHWAP assistance. LIHWAP funds are used to assist low-income households with water and wastewater bills.

A copy of the Low-Income Household Water Assistance Program application is available for public review online at: http://www.floridajobs.org/community-planning-and-development/community-services/low-income-household-water-assistance-program.
Free copies are available by contacting: Ms. Debbie Smiley, Chief, Bureau of Economic Self-Sufficiency, Florida Department of Economic Opportunity, 107 East Madison Street, MSC-400, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-4120, by phone: (850)717-8467, or email: debbie.smiley@deo.myflorida.com.
APPEALS INFORMATION: If a person decides to appeal any decision of the Florida Department of Economic Opportunity with respect to any matter considered at the public meeting, he or she will need a record of the proceeding. For such purposes, he or she may need to ensure that a record of the proceeding is made, which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be made.

Pursuant to the provisions of the American with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in this meeting is asked to contact the agency at (850)717-8450. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1(800)955-8770 (Voice) or 1(800)955-8771 (TDD).
