Notice of Meeting/Workshop Hearing
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
State Board of Education
The State Board of Education held an emergency meeting by conference call to which all persons were invited.
DATE AND TIME: August 6, 2021, 11:00 a.m.

PLACE: Conference Call: 1(800)367-2403, Confirmation Code: 8000177. This meeting was also webcast on the Florida Channel at https://thefloridachannel.org/.
GENERAL SUBJECT MATTER TO BE CONSIDERED: This meeting was noticed on the agency’s web site, in the F.A.R. and to the media through the agency’s state-wide media distribution list. The meeting was open to the public and the emergency rules were posted on the Department’s website.
Pursuant to Executive Order Number 21-175, Governor DeSantis ordered the Florida Department of Health and the Florida Department of Education to immediately execute rules and to take any additional agency action necessary, using all legal means available to ensure safety protocols for controlling the spread of COVID-19 in schools that (1) do not violate Floridians’ constitutional freedoms; (2) do not violate parents’ rights under Florida law to make health care decisions for their minor children; and (3) protect children with disabilities or health conditions who would be harmed by certain protocols, such as face masking requirements.  The order directs that action taken by school districts must be in accordance with the Parents’ Bill of Rights, codified in Sections 1014.02 – 1014.06, Fla. Stat., and “protect parents’ right to make decisions regarding masking of their children in relation to COVID-19.”  Parental rights include the right to make health care decisions for his or her minor child, unless prohibited by law and the right to direct the education and care of his or her minor child.  See, Section 1014.04, Fla. Stat.  A public comment period on both rules under consideration was provided. After considering the presentations and public comment, the action of the SBOE was to unanimously approve Emergency Rule 6AER21-01, Pupil Attendance Records for COVID-19 and 6AER21-02, COVID-19 Hope Scholarship Transfer Procedures. See notice of emergency rule as advertised in the F.A.R. on August 9, 2021, Vol. 47/153. A copy of the audio archive may be obtained at https://thefloridachannel.org/.
For more information, you may contact: Chris Emerson at (850)245-9601 or Christian.Emerson@fldoe.org.
