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Long Term Care (LTC) Waiver

The Agency for Health Care Administration (Agency) is submitting a request to renew the Long Term Care (LTC) Waiver, which operates under the authority of Sections 1915(b) and (c) of the Social Security Act, to the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS).  The Agency is providing public notice of the 30-day public comment period as specified in 42 CFR 441.304(f) to solicit meaningful input from recipients, providers, and all stakeholders on the renewal request prior to submission to CMS.

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION OF RENEWAL REQUEST:  Significant changes that have been made within the 1915(b) renewal application include:

·         Updates to the Monitoring Plan and Results in Sections B and C of the waiver document.

·         In accordance with the 1915(b) waiver requirements, an independent assessment was conducted for the first two waiver periods.  As this will be the third waiver period, the Agency does not intend to continue the contract for additional independent assessments.

Significant changes that have been made within the 1915(c) renewal application include:

·         Updated performance measure language and language throughout the waiver that stated the Department of Elder Affairs was the monitoring agency over the LTC plans to include the Agency for Health Care Administration as the LTC plan monitoring agency.

·         Removed language from transition plan in the Main Section, Attachment 1 that referenced the 2018 consolidation of the 1915(c) Traumatic Brain and Spinal Cord Injury, Adults with Cystic Fibrosis, and Project AIDS Care Waivers into the Statewide Medicaid Managed Care Long-term Care program.

·         Updated language to comply with CMS guidance in the Main Section, Attachment 2.

·         Updated reporting requirement list and language in Appendix A-6, Assessments.

·         Updated unduplicated numbers of participants in Appendix B-3.

·         Updated the maximum number of participants served at any point during the year in Appendix B-3.

·         Updated Appendix J data.

Florida is also requesting temporary extensions for these waivers, which are scheduled to expire on December 27, 2021. The proposed temporary extension would cover December 28 through December 31, 2021. This temporary extension will allow for the start date of the renewal requests to align with standard federal reporting quarters.

To view the full description of the proposed renewal requests, please see the public notice documents published on the Agency’s Web site at the following link: https://ahca.myflorida.com/medicaid/Policy_and_Quality/Policy/federal_authorities/federal_waivers/ltc_fed_auth.shtml.
PUBLIC NOTICE AND PUBLIC COMMENT PERIOD: The Agency will conduct a 30-day public notice and comment period prior to the submission of the proposed renewal request to the CMS. The Agency will consider all public comments received regarding the proposed renewal request.  The 30-day public notice and public comment period is from August 18, 2021 through September 16, 2021. This public notice and public comment period is being held to solicit public input from recipients, providers, and all stakeholders and interested parties. 

When submitting comments, please include “Proposed Renewal to 1915(b)(c) LTC Waiver” in the subject line:

·         Submit email comments to FLMedicaidWaivers@ahca.myflorida.com.
·         Submit comments by mail to Bureau of Medicaid Policy, Agency for Health Care Administration, 2727 Mahan Drive, MS 20, Tallahassee, Florida 32308.
For more information, you may contact: Benjamin Fullington at (850)412-4261 or FLMedicaidWaivers@ahca.myflorida.com. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the agency using the Florida Relay Service, 1 (800) 955-8771 (TDD) or 1 (800) 955-8770 (Voice).
