Notice of Variances and Waivers

DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Family Safety and Preservation Program
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

65C-22.001
General Requirements

The Department of Children and Families hereby gives notice: An order was issued disposing of the petition for temporary variance from or waiver of sections 3.4.1.A through C and 3.4.4.A through C of the Child Care Facility Handbook (“Handbook”), which is incorporated by reference in subsection 65C-22.001(6), Florida Administrative Code, from Cape Christian Preschool. The Notice of Petition for Waiver was published on July 7, 2021, in Volume 47, Number 130 of the Florida Administrative Register.

Section 3.4.1.A through C of the Handbook requires the licensed capacity to be posted in a conspicuous location in each room, which is determined based on a number of factors, and prohibits the facility from exceeding the licensed capacity. Section 3.4.4.A of the Handbook requires a minimum of 45 square feet of usable, safe, and sanitary outdoor play area per child, one year of age and older, and the outside play area must be able to accommodate one-half of the licensed capacity of the program. Section 3.4.4.B and C require a licensed urban child care facility to have an additional minimum of 45 square feet of usable indoor play space to substitute for 25% of the licensed capacity for outdoor play space, which must include equipment that provides physical activity. The total number of children using the play area may not exceed the outdoor capacity. Subsection 65C-22.001(6), F.A.C., states in pertinent part that child care programs must follow the standards found in the Handbook.

On July 14, 2021, Petitioner filed a written withdrawal of the petition. As such, this petition was dismissed.

A copy of the Order or additional information may be obtained by contacting: Agency Clerk, Department of Children and Families, 2415 North Monroe St., Ste. 100, Tallahassee, FL 32303 or Agency.Clerk@myflfamilies.com.
