64B31-10.001 Impaired Practitioners Committee’s Policies & Guidelines.

(1) Definitions:

(a) Impaired Practitioner Programs initiate intervention, recommend evaluation, and refer impaired practitioners to Department approved Treatment Providers or Treatment Programs and monitor the progress of impaired practitioners under the direction of consultants. They are entities which do not provide medical services.

(b) Consultants are Florida licensees approved by the Committee who receive allegations of licensee impairment, personally intervene or arrange intervention with licensees, refer licensees to Department approved Treatment Programs or Treatment Providers, evaluate treatment progress, and monitor continued care provided by Treatment Programs/Providers.

(c) Treatment Programs must be nationally accredited or state licensed, and they must be comprised of no fewer than two (2) Treatment Providers.

(d) Treatment Providers are state licensed or nationally certified individuals with experience treating specific types of impairment.

(e) Intervenors are individual licensees who act on behalf of the Department to intervene with impaired practitioners.

(2) The Impaired Practitioners Committee’s policies are to assure that:

(a) No qualified and Department approved Treatment Provider or Treatment Program is denied an opportunity to evaluate and/ or treat any impaired practitioner.

(b) Impaired practitioners are evaluated and treated fairly, equitably, and uniformly without reference to race, religion, national origin, sexual preference, gender or social status.

(c) No Department approved Treatment Provider or Treatment Program receives referrals unless by free and voluntary choice of impaired practitioners/patients who have been provided with a list of appropriate, alternative, approved Treatment Providers/ Programs, except when Chapter 397, Florida Statutes, permits otherwise.

(d) Practitioners who choose to be evaluated for impairment are provided with a list of those Department approved Treatment Providers and Treatment Programs which are capable of providing appropriate evaluation prior to any evaluation; enabling practitioners to make a free and fully informed decision regarding the Provider/Program they choose; strengthening their commitment to succeed by involving them in the selection process, except when Chapter 397, Florida Statutes, permits otherwise.

(e) Practitioner/patients are not denied access to Department approved Treatment Providers or Treatment Programs located in states outside of Florida.

(f) The Department’s consultants report to the Department any instances where Treatment Providers/Programs fail to comply with applicable statutes (especially Chapter 396, Florida Statutes), rules, or policies.

(g) The Department’s consultants immediately notify the Department in the event any approved Treatment Provider/Program has operated in a manner which appears to require Department disapproval of a Treatment Provider or Treatment Program.

(3) Impaired Practitioners Committee’s guidelines for minimal qualifications of Treatment Providers and Treatment Programs:

(a) Department approved Treatment Providers must be state licensed or nationally certified in treating the specific impairment identified and must have at least three (3) years experience treating that specific impairment.

(b) Department approved Treatment Programs are clinical settings comprising at least two (2) Department approved Treatment Providers and must submit the following to the Department:

1. Proof of accreditation by the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Health Care Organizations including the JCAHCO report of the program, proof of financial ability to operate in accordance with Chapter 394, 395 or 396, Florida Statutes, and proof of liability insurance coverage;

OR

2. Proof of accreditation by the Council on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities, proof of financial ability to operate in accordance with Chapter 396, Florida Statutes, and proof of liability insurance coverage;

OR

3. Proof of licensure under Chapter 394, 395, 396, or 397, Florida Statutes.

(4) Treatment Programs which wish to become Department approved Treatment Programs must submit at least the following to the Department:

(a) Designation of one Treatment Program director responsible for prompt responses to information requests concerning practitioner/patients made by the Department’s consultants or designees.

(b) Unless more frequent reporting is specified by a Department consultant, provision of monthly reports to the Department’s consultants containing the number of people referred by the Department to the consultant within each program.

(c) Agreement to refrain from using or mentioning the Program’s name as one which the Department approves for advertisements or other public correspondence.

(d) Provision of no less than 5% of its total inpatient population services to the indigent.

(5) Requests for provider/program approval received by the Department shall be referred to the Impaired Practitioners Committee for its recommendation as to approval. The Committee shall recommend a site visit of the program by a board member or Department employee when necessary to determine whether a program meets the requirements of these rules. The Committee shall utilize the services of Department retained consultants in the review process when the Department determines such expertise is absolutely necessary.

(6) The Department shall approve qualified Treatment Programs and shall designate the particular type(s) of impairment problem(s) that an approved program may handle pursuant to that program’s history of treatment. The Department shall compile lists of approved Treatment Programs for each type of impairment problem.
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