64D-3.001 Definitions.

When used in Chapter 64D-3, F.A.C., the following terms shall mean:

(1) “Carrier”.

(a) A person who harbors pathogenic organisms of a communicable disease but who does not show clinical evidence of the disease and has not shown any such evidence for the ninety-day period immediately prior to the discovery of the pathogenic organisms; or

(b) A person to whom evidence points as the source of one (1) or more cases of any communicable disease but who refuses to submit clinical specimens to the county health department or Department for examination; or

(c) A person who, in the judgment of the county health department director or administrator or the designee, is suspected to be a carrier and who refuses to submit to examination when ordered to do so for good cause shown by county health department director or administrator; or

(d) A person reported to the county health department or the State Health Office to be a carrier by the health authorities of any municipality, county, or state in the United States, of any foreign nation or of any international organization of which the United States is a member, or

(e) An animal which, in the judgement of the county health department director or administrator or his designated representative, is suspected to harbor pathogenic organisms of a communicable disease without presentation of clinical evidence of disease.

(2) “Case” – An instance of a notifiable disease or condition in a person or animal.

(3) “Communicable Disease” – An illness due to a specific infectious agent or its toxic products which arises through transmission of that agent or its products from a reservoir to a susceptible host either directly as from an infected person or animal or indirectly, through an intermediate plant or animal host, vector or the inanimate environment.

(4) “Contact” – A person or animal that has been in such association with an infected person or animal or a contaminated environment as to have had opportunity to acquire the infection.

(5) “Designated Representative” – The person officially named by the local county health department director or administrator or the State Health Officer to represent and to carry out the functions of the county health department or the State Health Office, respectively, in the absence of the county health department director or administrator or State Health Officer.

(6) “Enteric Disease” – an infection or condition transmitted by direct or indirect contact with feces and caused by such agents as Cryptosporidia, Escherichia coli O157:H7, hepatits A, Giardia, Shigella, and Salmonella species.

(7) “Epidemic or Outbreak” – The occurrence in persons in a community, institution, region, or other defined area of a group of cases of an illness of similar nature clearly in excess of normal expectancy.

(8) “Epizootic” – The occurrence in animals in a community, institution, region or other defined area of a group of cases of an illness of similar nature in excess of normal expectancy.

(9) “Exposure to Rabies” – Any bite, scratch or other situation in which saliva or nervous tissue of a potentially rabid animal enters an open or fresh wound, or comes in contact with mucous membranes by entering the eye, mouth or nose of another animal or person.

(10) “Health Authorities” – Any local county health department director or administrator or the State Health Officer or their designated representatives; any chief health official of any municipality, county, or state in the United States, of any foreign nation or of any international organization of which the United States is a member.

(11) “State Health Office” – The Central State Health Office within the Department of Health, State of Florida, responsible for the planning and development of all health programming, as established in Section 20.19(3)(c)2.c., F.S.

(12) “Household Contact” – Any person who lives in the same dwelling unit with a case or carrier. Considering the disease in question, at the discretion of the county health department director or administrator, other persons who are in frequent close association with the case or with other household members may be considered a household contact.

(13) “Notifiable Disease” – A communicable disease or condition of public health significance required to be reported in accordance with these rules.

(14) “Public Preschool Center” – A public preschool center, consisting of one or more classes, is one in which a program is provided in grades other than K-12 for pre-kindergarten aged children and which is administered by a Florida public school system.

(15) “School” – Any facility, public or non-public, operating under Florida Statutes as a school.

(16) “Sensitive Situation” – See Rule 64D-3.014, F.A.C.

(17) “Source of Infection” – The person, animal, object or substance from which an infectious agent passes directly to the host.

(18) “Suspect” – A person or animal whose medical history and symptoms suggest the imminent development of a notifiable or other communicable disease or condition, or a person or animal with disease not yet diagnosed.

(19) “Terminal Disinfection” – Cleaning procedures designed to eradicate infectious agents from the physical environment.
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