64D-3.011 Control of Communicable Diseases, Public and Nonpublic Schools, Grades Preschool, and Kindergarten Through 12; Forms and Guidelines.

(1) Immunization Requirements – The school board of each district and the governing authority of each nonpublic school shall establish and enforce as policy that prior to admittance or attendance in a public or nonpublic school, grades preschool and kindergarten through 12, each child shall present or have on file with said school a completed DH Form 680, Florida Certification of Immunization, as incorporated by reference in subsection 64D-3.011(5), F.A.C., for the prevention of diphtheria, pertussis, tetanus, poliomyelitis, rubeola, rubella, and mumps. In addition, documentation of the following immunizations are also required on the Florida Certification of Immunization:

(a) Prior to admittance, attendance or transfer to a preschool, completion of Haemophilus influenzae type b vaccination,

(b) Effective for the 1997/98 school year, prior to admittance, attendance or transfer to 7th grade, completion of the hepatitis B series, a second dose of measles vaccine (preferably MMR) and a tetanus-diphtheria booster,

(c) Effective for the 1998/99 school year, prior to admittance, attendance or transfer to kindergarten, completion of the hepatitis B series,

(d) Effective for the 2001/2002 school year, completion of the hepatitis B series prior to admittance, attendance or transfer to preschool, and

(e) Effective with the 2001/2002 school year, prior to admittance, attendance, or transfer to a preschool or kindergarten, completion of varicella vaccination.

Each subsequent year thereafter the next highest grade will be included in the requirement so that students transferring into Florida schools are added to the immunized cohort, with the exception of Haemophilus influenzae type b required only prior to admittance, attendance or transfer to a Florida preschool. The manner and frequency of administration of the immunizations shall conform to recognized standards of medical practice. Each child whose documented immunizations fall short of all requirements listed above shall present a completed DH Form 680 Florida Certification of Immunization Temporary Medical Exemption (Part B), or a completed DH Form 680 Florida Certification of Immunization Permanent Medical Exemption (Part C), incorporated by reference in subsection 64D-3.011(5), F.A.C.; Part C listing the exemption for specific immunization(s), or a completed DH Form 681, Religious Exemption from Immunization, as incorporated by reference in subsection 64D-3.011(5), F.A.C., to be filed with said Florida public or nonpublic school, grades preschool and kindergarten through 12.

(2) Documentation Requirements.

(a) Certification of Immunization – Only fully immunized children shall be issued a Florida Certification of Immunization, which must be provided on DH Form 680 Florida Certification of Immunization, Certificate of Immunization for K-12 Excluding 7th Grade Requirements (Part A-1), and/or Certificate of Immunization Supplement for 7th Grade Requirement (Part A-2), incorporated by reference in subsection 64D-3.011(5), F.A.C. DH Form 680, Florida Certification of Immunization, shall be completed per instructions for the appropriate school year provided in Immunization Guidelines Florida Schools and Child Care Facilities Effective August 2000, or Immunization Guidelines Florida Schools, Child Care Facilities and Family Day Care Homes Effective July 2001, as incorporated by reference in subsection 64D-3.011(5), F.A.C. A child may attend school only after an authorized school official has examined the certificate for validity. A valid Florida Certification of Immunization shall be properly dated and signed or authorized by a physician. Data elements transferred through the Florida Automated System for Transferring Education Records (FASTER) will include all antigen doses by dates of immunization. The original paper DH Form 680, the Florida Certification of Immunization, shall remain in the student’s cumulative health record.

(b) Exemptions – A child may attend school without a valid DH Form 680, Florida Certification of Immunization, Certificate of Immunization for K-12 Excluding 7th Grade Requirements (Part A-1) and/or Certificate of Immunization Supplement for 7th Grade Requirement (Part A-2) only if he presents a completed DH Form 680, Florida Certification of Immunization Temporary Medical Exemption (Part B), Permanent Medical Exemption (Part C), or completed Form DH 681, Religious Exemption From Immunization, incorporated by reference in subsection 64D-3.011(9), F.A.C., or if he is a transfer student. Exemption forms noted shall be completed per instructions for the appropriate school year provided in Immunization Guidelines Florida Schools, Child Care Facilities and Family Day Care Effective July 2001, or Immunization Guidelines Florida Schools, Child Care Facilities and Family Day Care Effective July 2002, as incorporated by reference in subsection 64D-3.011(9), F.A.C.

1. Medical Exemptions – A child in attendance with a medical exemption must present or have on file the DH Form 680, Florida Certification of Immunization Temporary Medical Exemption (Part B), incorporated by reference in subsection 64D-3.011(9), F.A.C., properly dated and signed or authorized by a physician licensed under provisions of Chapter 458, 459, or 460, F.S., or DH Form 680, Florida Certification of Immunization Permanent Medical Exemption (Part C), incorporated by reference in subsection 64D-3.011(9), F.A.C., properly dated and signed by a physician licensed under provisions of Chapter 458 or 459, F.S. The original paper temporary or permanent medical exemption shall be transferred for follow-up in addition to the electronic transfer of these records. DH Form 680, Florida Certification of Immunization Temporary Medical Exemption (Part B) is a temporary medical exemption which must indicate an expiration date. A child attending under such an exemption is not fully immunized. The expiration date indicated is to be fifteen (15) days after each child’s next scheduled appointment to receive additional vaccine appropriate to the child’s age. The department shall approve issuance of temporary medical exemptions with extended expiration dates by those entities authorized above when it is determined that a vaccine shortage exists. In such predetermined cases, the expiration date for the DH Form 680, Florida Certificate of Immunization Temporary Medical Exemption (Part B) shall reflect the estimated date for manufacturer production of sufficient quantities of vaccine necessary to resume deferred immunizations. DH Form 680, Florida Certification of Immunization Permanent Medical Exemption (Part C) is a permanent medical exemption which indicates the child is not fully immunized and cannot receive any more of a particular vaccine due to medical reasons. Medical reasons must be stated for each vaccine that is contraindicated as described above.

2. Religious Exemptions – Religious Exemption requests must be presented on DH Form 681, Religious Exemption From Immunization, incorporated by reference in subsection 64D-3.011(5), F.A.C., which is to be issued only by county health departments.

3. Special Exemptions – Exemption from the measles immunization requirement based on past history of measles disease can be granted based on either a written statement by a physician on his stationery which states that the child requesting exemption has had an illness comprised of a generalized rash lasting three (3) or more days, a fever of 101 degrees Fahrenheit or greater, a cough, and/or coryza, and/or conjunctivitis and, in the physician’s opinion, has had the ten-day measles (rubeola) or serologic evidence of immunity to measles. Exemption from the varicella immunization requirement based on past history of varicella disease can be granted based on either physician documentation or parental history.

(3) Compliance Reporting.

(a) Each public and nonpublic school with a kindergarten and/or seventh grade (effective with the 1997/1998 school year) shall submit an annual compliance report. The report shall be completed on DH Form 684 Immunization Annual Report of Compliance for Kindergarten and Seventh Grades, incorporated by reference in subsection 64D-3.011(5), F.A.C. The report shall include the immunization status of all children who were attending kindergarten and seventh grades at the beginning of the school year. The report shall be forwarded to the county health department director/administrator no later than October 1 of each school year where the data will be compiled on DH Form 685, the Kindergarten and Seventh Grade Annual Report of Compliance County Summary, as incorporated by reference in subsection 64D-3.011(5), F.A.C., or electronically generated by the Department of Education.

(b) After consultation with the Department of Education, the Department of Health shall require compliance reports from public and nonpublic schools and preschools for selected grades (K-12 and preschool) in special situations of vaccine preventable disease outbreak control or identified need for monitoring through surveys for immunization compliance levels. Such reports shall include the status of all children who were attending school at the beginning of the school year. Reports shall be forwarded to the county health department director/administrator within a specified period as determined by the department.

(4) Exclusionary Provisions – Any student not in compliance with the stipulations of these (subsection 64D-3.011(1) or (2), F.A.C.), shall be excluded temporarily from school until such time as the appropriate immunization documentation is presented and entered into his school record.

(5) Adult Education Classes – Students under 21 years of age attending adult education classes will provide acceptable proof of immunization as specified in subsection 64D-3.011(1), F.A.C.

(6) Florida SHOTS (State Health Online Tracking System) Opt Out Provision – Parents or guardians may elect to decline participation in the Florida immunization registry, Florida SHOTS, by completing a DH Form 1478, Florida SHOTS Notification and Opt Out Form, as incorporated by reference in subsection 64D-3.011(9), F.A.C., and returning the form to the Department of Health. The immunization records of children whose parents choose to opt-out will not be shared with other entities that are allowed by law to have access to the child’s immunization record via authorized access to Florida SHOTS. 

(7) Florida SHOTS Private Provider Participation – Any health care practitioner licensed in Florida under Chapter 458, 459 or 464, F.S., may request authorization to access Florida SHOTS by filling out a DOH Form 1479, Authorized Private Provider User Agreement for Access to Florida SHOTS (Florida State Health Online Tracking System), as incorporated by reference in subsection 64D-3.011(9), F.A.C. The DOH Form 1479 will be returned to the Department of Health for processing and authorization to access Florida SHOTS. Notification of access approval and instructions for accessing Florida SHOTS will be provided by the Department of Health. The authorized user and the applicable licensing authority or agency shall notify the Department of Health, Bureau of Immunization Florida SHOTS personnel when an authorized user’s license or registration has expired or has been suspended or revoked.

 (8) Florida SHOTS School and Licensed or Registered Child Care Facility Participation – Any public or nonpublic school, or licensed or registered child care facility may request authorization to access Florida SHOTS by completing a DOH Form 2115, Authorized School, and Licensed or Registered Child Care Facility User Agreement for Access to Florida SHOTS, as incorporated by reference in subsection 64D-3.011(9), F.A.C. The DOH Form 2115 will be returned to the Department of Health for processing and authorization to access Florida SHOTS. Notification of access approval and instructions for accessing Florida SHOTS will be provided by the Department of Health. The authorized user and the applicable licensing authority or agency shall notify the Department of Health, Bureau of Immunization Florida SHOTS personnel when an authorized user’s license or registration has expired or has been suspended or revoked.

(9) Forms and Guidelines – Forms used to document compliance with Sections 232.032 and 381.003, F.S., and guidelines for completion of the forms, are hereby incorporated by reference:
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