64E-2.032 Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity.

(1) Each county is empowered pursuant to Section 401.25(2)(d) and (6), F.S., to issue a COPCN to an ambulance service which proposes to operate within that county.

(2) The department shall license an ambulance service, and that service may operate in a county in this state, provided the applicant meets the ambulance service requirements of Chapter 401, Part III, F.S., and this rule chapter, and provided further that the ambulance service has first obtained a COPCN:

(a) From each county in which the ambulance service provides or proposes to provide prehospital ALS services or prehospital BLS transportation services.

(b) From each county within which the ambulance service provides or proposes to provide intracounty, interfacility ALS services or interfacility BLS transportation services.

(c) From each county where the ambulance service provides or proposes to provide interfacility ALS services or BLS transportation services in which the need for such service either originates or terminates, but not from both the county where the need for such service originates and the county where the need for such service terminates unless the county by ordinance pursuant to Section 401.25(6), F.S., mandates a COPCN for both.

(3) All licenses issued by the department shall be for ALS, BLS transport or air ambulance service consistent with the services authorized by the COPCN, if the department requires a COPCN pursuant to this section. If the applicant is not required by the county to have a COPCN to operate in that county, the department shall issue a license in one of the above categories and upon meeting all of the other requirements of Rules 64E-2.002 and .003, F.A.C.

(4) Provisions of this section to the contrary notwithstanding, the department shall license an ambulance service which meets the ambulance service requirements of Chapter 401, F.S., Part III, and Chapter 64E-2, F.A.C., in any county where the ambulance service provides or proposes to provide services for which a license is required under Chapter 401, F.S., Part III, where the county does not require a COPCN for such services.

(5) An ambulance service licensed by the department is permitted to provide services under its license in a county without first having obtained a COPCN from the governing body of that county, if such service is provided pursuant to and consistent with the terms of a mutual aid agreement with that county, or as part of a coordinate response to a disaster or a mass casualty incident. Pursuant to Section 401.23(16), F.S., a mutual aid agreement must be in writing, must be sanctioned by the governing bodies of the affected counties, and must at a minimum include:

(a) The conditions under which the agreement shall be activated.

(b) The procedures and medical protocols to be followed during activation.

(c) The conditions and process by which the agreed upon services shall be terminated.
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