Notice of Change/Withdrawal

DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Family Safety and Preservation Program
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES:

65C-45.002
Parent Preparation Pre-service and Inservice Training for all Levels of Licensure

65C-45.003
Foster Home Initial Licensing Requirements for all Levels of Licensure

65C-45.015
Over-Capacity Assessments and Exceptions for all Levels of Licensure

NOTICE OF CHANGE

Notice is hereby given that the following changes have been made to the proposed rule in accordance with subparagraph 120.54(3)(d)1., F.S., published in Vol. 47 No. 175, September 9, 2021 issue of the Florida Administrative Register.

65C-45.002 Parent Preparation Pre-service and Inservice Training for all Levels of Licensure.
(1) through (4) No change.

(5)  Applicants seeking certification as an Enhanced Level II Foster Home, as defined in 65C-30.001, F.A.C., must complete additional Department-approved training. The Department will approve training that includes at minimum the following components:

(a) through (h) No change.

(6) through (14) No change. 

Rulemaking Authority 409.175(5) FS. Law Implemented 409.175(5), (14) FS. History–New 4-26-20. Amended____
65C-45.003 Foster Home Initial Licensing Requirements for all Levels of Licensure.
(1) through (2) No change.

(3) Initial Licensing Unified Home Study. A staff person, certified pursuant to Section 402.40, F.S., from the supervising agency shall perform a thorough assessment of each prospective licensed out-of-home caregiver and document this assessment in the Unified Home Study section of Comprehensive Child Welfare Information System (CCWIS) Florida Safe Families Network (FSFN). The assessment shall include:

(a) through (e) No change.

(f) Assessment and Unified Home Study details, including the following:

1. through 3. No change.

4. How the caregiver(s) is (are) willing and able to make a loving commitment to the child(ren)’s safety and well-being by:

a. through f. No change.

g. Ensuring the child’s safety by employing safety measures, including in the household, for transportation, and with pets.

(I) Transportation. The licensed out-of-home caregiver shall have access to transportation available 24 hours a day. All vehicles used to transport children shall be in safe condition and equipped with seat belts for each child transported as required by Section 316.614, F.S., and car seats as required by Section 316.613, F.S. The licensed out-of-home caregiver shall not knowingly allow children to be transported in an uninsured vehicle. Vehicles shall be smoke free, including e-cigarettes and vapor smoke, when children are being transported. The licensed out-of-home caregiver shall ensure safety equipment is utilized.

(II) No change.

5. through 15. No change.

(g) through (j) No change.

(k) Home and Neighborhood:

1. Physical description of the home, including the number of bedrooms and bathrooms, type and number of available beds and current sleeping arrangements, storage space for children’s personal belongings, living area, dining area, and other interior space. Interior and exterior photographs must be included. Interior photographs shall include all common living areas, the child’s bedroom and bathroom, the storage space for the child’s personal belongings, and any other area to which the child may have access.

2. A description of safety precautions in the home, including location and verification of operating fire extinguishers and smoke detectors, storage of medications, cleaning supplies, toxins, and safety nets for trampolines. The description shall also include the storage of alcoholic beverages, location of burglar bars, fireplaces, handrails on stairways, and space heaters, if applicable.

3. Water Safety. A description of the outdoor area, including swimming pools, canals, ponds, lakes, streams, septic tanks, and other potential water hazards, and documentation of the counselor’s discussion with the applicant regarding the requirements for supervision and how the applicant will ensure safety and adequate supervision.

4. Each out-of-home caregiver shall review and sign the “Water Addendum” form, CF-FSP 5458, December 2021, available at ____________.
5.4. A completed “Foster Home Inspection Checklist,” CF-FSP 5397, October 2020, incorporated by reference and available at https://www.flrules.org/Gateway/reference.asp?No=Ref-12290.

(4) through (5) No change.

Rulemaking Authority 409.145(5), 409.175(5), 435.01(2) FS. Law Implemented 409.145(2), 409.175(5)(a)-(b), (6)(a)-(b), 435.04 FS. History–New 4-26-20, Amended 11-9-20. Amended___
65C-45.015 Over-Capacity Assessments and Exceptions for all Levels of Licensure.
(1) Licensure Capacity.

(a) No change.

(b) No home seeking to be licensed as a level II-V will be initially licensed for more than five (5) dependent children, including the out-of-home caregiver’s own children. 
(c) No home seeking to be licensed as a level II-V will be licensed for more than seven (7) total children, including the out-of-home caregiver’s own children. Homes seeking licensure in which dependent children are placed in the home prior to licensure are exempt from this requirement.
(d) Licensure capacity shall be reassessed during the annual reassessment for licensure.  
(2) Placement Capacity.
(a)(c) There shall be no more than two (2) infants under 24 months in a licensed home, including the out-of-home caregiver’s own children, unless an assessment was completed, and approval was given in accordance with this rule.

(b)(d) There shall be no more than seven (7) children in a licensed home, including the out-of-home caregiver’s own children, unless a request was made, an assessment was completed, and approval was given in accordance with this rule.

(c)(e) There shall be no more than five (5) dependent children in a licensed home, unless a request was made, an assessment was completed, and approval was given in accordance with this rule. For purpose of this rule, dependent means a child with an open dependency case placed in licensed out-of-home care.

(3)(2) Overcapacity Placement Waiver Requests

(a) Over-capacity placement waiver requests must include at least one of the following justifications:

1. through 4. No change.

(4)(3) Over-Capacity Placement Assessments. The assessment of each child in the home and of the child being placed in the home shall be completed by the child welfare professional.

(a) through (b) No change.

(5)(4) Approval of Over-Capacity Waivers.

(a) through (c) No change.

(d) An initial approval shall not exceed 90 calendar days. Subsequent approvals for the same child may be approved for 180-day extensions.
(d)(e) The approval for the over-capacity placement exception shall automatically expire when the total number of children in the home is at or below the placement licensed capacity pursuant to sections 65C-45.015(2)(b) through (c).

(e)(d) All child placements shall be recorded in the state’s CCWIS Florida Safe Families Network (FSFN) by the supervising agency within 48 hours of placement. 

(6)(5) This rule will be reviewed and repealed, modified, or renewed through the rulemaking process five years from the effective date.

Rulemaking Authority 409.175(5) FS. Law Implemented 409.175(3) FS. History–New 4-26-20. Amended____
