Notice of Emergency Rule 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
Division of Public Health Statistics and Performance Management
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

64WER21-20
Application Processing

SPECIFIC REASONS FOR FINDING AN IMMEDIATE DANGER TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY OR WELFARE: There is a shortage of physicians in Florida. The Conrad 30 Waiver program addresses the shortage of physicians in medically underserved areas. The placement of these physicians is to improve access to care and address health equities in areas of the state with the most critical need for physicians. The Conrad 30 physicians provide much needed services to the populations of rural counties and high poverty urban areas in Florida. Without sponsoring the maximum number of allowable Conrad 30 positions, medically underserved populations will experience increased barriers to needed medical care.
REASON FOR CONCLUDING THAT THE PROCEDURE IS FAIR UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES: This emergency rule is necessary considering the physician shortage in Florida and the urgent need to increase the physician workforce. Given that there is a shortage of physicians and less than 20 percent of the allowable 30 slots would be filled this year, there is insufficient time to adopt the rule to sponsor the maximum allowable number of physicians through non-emergency process.
SUMMARY: Emergency rule 64WER21-20 proposes changes to the application process for the Conrad 30 Waiver program to allow for applicants to be notified of deficiencies in the application received and provides time for those applicants to provide additional information for consideration by the department. In response to this change, the emergency rule also removes the requirement that the Department notify applicants by December 31.
THE PERSON TO BE CONTACTED REGARDING THE EMERGENCY RULE IS: Nathan Dunn at (850)245-4018 or Nathan.Dunn@FLHealth.gov.
THE FULL TEXT OF THE EMERGENCY RULE IS:

64WER21-20 (64W-1.006) Application Processing
(1) Application packages, as outlined in Rule 64W-1.004, F.A.C., will only be accepted beginning at 8:00 a.m. (EST) on the first Monday of October and must be received no later than 5:00 p.m. (EST) 10 business days thereafter. Applications must be mailed to: Florida Department of Health, Division of Public Health Statistics and Performance Management, State Primary Care Office, 4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin A‑05, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1720.
(2) At the close of the application cycle, Department staff will conduct an initial review of the information contained in the application packet. With respect to applications that the Department deems incomplete, the Department will notify the applicant by email of those deficiencies. Those applicants will be eligible to submit additional documentation by mail to the address in (1) above. All additional documentation must be received on or before fifteen business days from the date of the Department’s deficiency notice. Any application deemed incomplete by the Department shall not be eligible for recommendation to the State Surgeon General (or designee).
(3) Correspondence and/or communication between employers, physicians, or attorneys with Department staff will not take place during the initial review and prioritization of applications.
(4) After final approval by the State Surgeon General (or designee), Department staff will notify each applicant on his or her sponsorship status by email. This shall occur on or before December 31 of each year. The Department will send is responsible for sending sponsorship application packets to the USDOS, on or before December 31 of each year.
Rulemaking Authority 381.4018(3) FS. Law Implemented 381.4018 FS. History–New 8-12-21, Amended.____.
THIS RULE TAKES EFFECT UPON BEING FILED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE UNLESS A LATER TIME AND DATE IS SPECIFIED IN THE RULE.
EFFECTIVE DATE: December 15, 2021
