Notice of Variances and Waivers

DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Family Safety and Preservation Program
RULE NO.:
RULE TITLE:

65C-45.013
Conflict of Interest for all Levels of Licensure

The Department of Children and Families hereby gives notice: 

An order was issued disposing of the petition for waiver of subsection 65C-45.013(2), Florida Administrative Code, from Heartland for Children with respect to Maria Buckley. The Notice of Variances and Waivers was published in Volume 47, No. 206 of the Florida Administrative Register on October 22, 2021. Subsection 65C-45.013(2) of the Code requires all initial, relicensing, and ongoing maintenance of the licensed foster home activities to be completed by a licensed child-placing agency outside of the employee’s service area and submitted to the Regional Licensing Authority for approval.

The petition for waiver was denied because Petitioner was able to contract the home out to Children’s Network of Southwest Florida for licensure, which removes any potential hardship for Heartland’s staff. Petitioner did not demonstrate a substantial hardship or show that a denial of the waiver would constitute a violation of principles of fairness.

A copy of the Order or additional information may be obtained by contacting: Agency Clerk, Department of Children and Families, 2415 North Monroe Street, Suite 400, Tallahassee, FL 32303 or Agency.Clerk@myflfamilies.com.
