Miscellaneous
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
Division of Early Learning
NOTICE OF EXTENSION UNDER SECTION 120.74(5), FLORIDA STATUTES

RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES:

6M-4.500
Child Attendance and Provider Reimbursements

6M-4.735
Early Learning Professional Development Standards and Career Pathways

The Florida Department of Education hereby provides notice of extension of the deadline set forth in subsection 120.74(5), F.S., which requires the Department to publish a Notice of Proposed Rule for certain rules listed on the Department’s 2021 Regulatory Plan. 

a) Concise statement identifying issues causing the delay in rulemaking:
The department has postponed proposed rulemaking because “The agency has not had sufficient time to acquire the knowledge and experience reasonably necessary to address a statement by rulemaking,” per s. 120.54. Florida Statutes (F.S.). 

As identified in s. 1002.995(2), F.S., related matters for Rule 6M-4.735, F.A.C. require school readiness program provider professional development training standards and informal career pathway credentials to align with the training for K-12 teachers, reading coaches, and school administrators in s. 1001.215(3), F.S., “to the greatest extent possible”. 

As identified in s. 1002.895(1), (2), F.S., related matters for Rule 6M-4.500, F.A.C. require the establishment of “procedures for the adoption of a market rate schedule until an alternative model that has been approved by the Administration for Children and Families pursuant to 45 C.F.R. s. 98.45(c)” and differentiation of reimbursement rates by the type of child care services, child care provider type, and Gold Seal designation. 

As of March 1st 2022, the Division of Early Learning (DEL) is still collecting stakeholder feedback on the rules related to school readiness program provider reimbursements and professional development and career pathway credentials. Rule development to gather information to inform the policy will resume between March 17 and March 21, 2022. 

b) Applicable notice as published in the Florida Administrative Register:
A Notice of Rule Development for 6M-4.500 was published on March 3, 2022 (Vol. 48/ No. 43)

A Notice of Rule Development for 6M-4.735 was published on March 4, 2022 (Vol. 48/No. 44)

Expiration:
Pursuant to subsection 120.74(5), Florida Statutes, this extension expires on October 1, 2022.
