Notice of Variances and Waivers

DEPARTMENT OF CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
Mental Health Program
RULE NOS.:
RULE TITLES:

65E-12.105
Minimum Staffing Standards

65E-12.107
Minimum Standards for Crisis Stabilization Units (CSUs)

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on March 10, 2022, the Department of Children and Families, received a petition for temporary variance from paragraphs 65E-12.105(2)(a) and (4), as well as subparagraph 65E-12.107(2)(b)2., Florida Administrative Code, from SMA Healthcare, Inc. Paragraph 65E-12.105(2)(a) requires every CSU and SRT to have at least one psychiatrist as primary medical coverage as defined in Section 394.455(24), F.S. Back-up coverage may be a physician who will consult with the psychiatrist. The psychiatrist or physician shall be on call 24-hours-a-day and will make daily rounds. Counties of less than 50,000 population may utilize a licensed physician for on-call activities and daily rounds as long as the physician has postgraduate training and experience in diagnosis and treatment of mental and nervous disorders. Subsection 65E-12.105(4) requires at least one registered nurse to be on duty 24-hours-a-day, 7-days-a-week. Paragraph 65E-12.107(2)(b) requires all persons admitted to a CSU to be provided a nursing assessment, begun at time of admission and completed within 24 hours, by a registered nurse as part of the assessment process.

A copy of the Petition for Variance or Waiver may be obtained by contacting: Agency Clerk, Department of Children and Families, 2415 North Monroe Street, Suite 400, Tallahassee, FL 32303 or Agency.Clerk@myflfamilies.com.
