68B-4.0081 Statewide Net Gear Specifications; Soaking Requirements; Definitions; Cast Net Specifications.

(1) This rule is intended to implement prohibitions and restrictions of Article X, Section 16 of the Florida Constitution. As used there and in this rule, the term “net” or “netting” shall be broadly construed to include all manner or combination of mesh or webbing or any other solid or semisolid fabric or other material used to comprise a device that is used to take or harvest marine life.

(2) The following gear specifications shall apply in all state waters:

(a) The use or placement in the water of any gill or entangling nets of any size is prohibited.

(b) Any net constructed wholly or partially of monofilament or multistrand monofilament material, other than a hand thrown cast net, or a handheld landing or dip net, shall be considered an entangling net prohibited by Article X, Section 16 of the Florida Constitution, and this rule, unless otherwise authorized by rule of the Commission. The term “multistrand monofilament” does not include braided or twisted twines made of nylon, cotton, linen, or polypropylene.

(c) No person shall take or harvest, or attempt to take or harvest, any marine life in Florida waters with any net that is larger than 500 square feet in mesh area that has not been authorized by rule of the Commission. The use of a shrimp trawl, purse seine, jellyfish paired trawl, or calico scallop otter trawl that is larger than 500 square feet in mesh area, outside nearshore and inshore waters, shall be considered so authorized for purposes of this paragraph.

(d) No person shall fish with, set, or place in the water any net, other than a cast net, landing or dip net, jellyfish paired trawl, or calico scallop otter trawl with a mesh size greater than 2 inches stretched mesh. Any such net, with a mesh size greater than 2 inches stretched mesh shall be considered an entangling net for purposes of paragraph (a).

(e) No person shall soak a net for more than one hour, beginning when the first mesh is placed in the water and ending when the first mesh is retrieved back aboard the vessel or on shore. Once the first mesh is retrieved, the net operation shall be continuous until the net is completely removed from the water. This prohibition shall not apply to shrimp trawls, purse seines, jellyfish paired trawls, or calico scallop otter trawls.

(3) The following net gear specifications shall apply in nearshore and inshore Florida waters:

(a) No person shall fish with, set, or place in the water any net with a mesh area greater than 500 square feet.

(b) The mesh area of a net of uniform construction, other than a cast net or net in the form of an elongated bag, is determined by multiplying the maximum length by the maximum width of the net. The maximum length of such a net is determined by multiplying the number of meshes along the corkline of the net by the bar measurement of the mesh in the net. The number of meshes along the corkline is determined by counting the number of meshes per tie and multiplying that by the total number of ties along the corkline. The maximum width, or depth, of such a net is determined by multiplying the number of meshes between the corkline and leadline of the net by the bar measurement of the mesh in the net. If a net, other than a cast net or net in the form of an elongated bag, is constructed in a nonuniform manner, the mesh area shall be determined by adding together the mesh area of the component parts.

(c) No more than two nets shall be fished with, set, or placed in the water from a single vessel at any one time. No more than one net shall be fished with, set, or placed in the water by any person not on a vessel.

(d) No person shall connect, tie, or otherwise fasten together two or more nets in any manner so as to fish with, set, or place in the water a net exceeding the 500 square feet limit specified in paragraph (a). Two nets sharing the same corkline or leadline with a combined mesh area exceeding 500 square feet shall be considered connected and a violation of Article X, Section 16 of the Florida Constitution and this rule.

(e) No net may have more meshes attached per foot of corkline or leadline than 14 divided by the bar measurement of the mesh in the net. A net with more than this number of meshes attached per foot of corkline or leadline shall be considered an entangling net for purposes of this rule and Article X, Section 16 of the State Constitution.

(4) Cast Nets.

(a) The Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission finds that the maximum specifications established for cast nets in paragraph (b) are appropriate to allow the largest cast nets that can be reasonably, practically, and effectively thrown by hand to take marine species in nearshore and inshore Florida waters, within the 500-square foot limit imposed by Article X, Section 16(b) of the State Constitution.

(b) No person shall fish with, set, or place in nearshore and inshore Florida waters any cast net with a stretched length (the distance from the horn at the center of the net, with the net gathered and pulled taut, to the lead line) greater than 14 feet. No more than two cast nets shall be fished in such waters from a single vessel at any time.
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