68B-12.002 Definitions.

For the purpose of this chapter, except where the context clearly requires otherwise:

(1) "Commission" means the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

(2) "Eastern Region" means all state waters of the Atlantic Ocean north of a line extended due east from the coastal boundary between Dade and Monroe counties and south of a line extended due east from the coastal boundary between Volusia and Flagler counties, between November 1 of each year and March 31 of the following year.

(3) "Gulf-Atlantic Fishery" means all Florida waters of the Gulf of Mexico and the Atlantic Ocean designated as follows, and all king mackerel in those waters: Between November 1 and March 31 the Florida Gulf-Atlantic Fishery consists of all Florida waters in the Gulf of Mexico and all Florida waters in the Atlantic Ocean south of a line extended due east from the coastal boundary between Volusia and Flagler counties (29 deg. 25 min. N. latitude). Between April 1 and October 31 of each year, the Gulf-Atlantic Fishery consists of all Florida waters in the Gulf of Mexico north of a line extended due west from the coastal boundary between Monroe and Collier counties (25 deg. 48 min. N. latitude).

(4) "Harvest," used in reference to activities of a person or a boat, means catching a king mackerel in or from the water by any means, then reducing the fish to possession. A king mackerel that is caught but immediately returned to the water free, alive and unharmed is not harvested.

(5) "Harvest for commercial purposes" means the taking or harvesting of any king mackerel for purposes of sale or with intent to sell. King mackerel harvest in excess of the bag limit shall constitute harvest for commercial purposes.

(6) "King mackerel," also commonly referred to as "kingfish," means any fish of the species Scomberomorus cavalla.

(7) "Land," when used in connection with the harvest of a fish, means the physical act of bringing the harvested fish ashore.

(8) "Western Region" means all state waters of the Atlantic Ocean south and west of a line due east from the coastal boundary between Dade and Monroe counties and all state waters of the Gulf of Mexico, between November 1 of each year and March 31 of the following year, and all state waters of the Gulf of Mexico north of a line extended due west from the coastal boundary between Monroe and Collier counties, between April 1 and October 31 of each year.
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