68B-13.009 Recreational Stone Crab Harvest: Bag Limit, Trap Limit, Trap Marking Requirements, Trap Pulling.

(1) BAG LIMIT. Except for persons harvesting pursuant to a saltwater products license with a stone crab endorsement or an incidental take endorsement and a restricted species endorsement, each harvester of stone crab claws is subject to a daily bag limit of 1 gallon of stone crab claws; provided, however, that no more than 2 gallons shall be possessed aboard any vessel at any time.

(2) TRAP LIMIT. Except for persons holding a saltwater products license with restricted species and stone crab endorsements, no person harvesting stone crabs pursuant to this subsection shall harvest from, fish with, set, or place in the waters of the state more than 5 stone crab traps. Any such traps shall meet all requirements for stone crab traps specified in Rule 68B-13.008, F.A.C., in subsection (2), and in paragraphs (3)(b), (4)(a), (b), (d), and (e).

(3) TRAP MARKING REQUIREMENTS. The buoy attached to each trap used to harvest stone crabs, other than those used to harvest for commercial purposes, shall have a legible “R”, at least two inches high, permanently affixed to it. The trap shall have the harvester’s name and address permanently affixed to it in legible letters. The buoy requirements of this subparagraph shall not apply to traps fished from a dock.

(4) TRAP PULLING. Except for persons harvesting pursuant to a saltwater products license with a stone crab endorsement and a restricted species endorsement, no person shall use any means other than manual means to pull stone crab traps in or from the waters of the State of Florida.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 7-1-00, Amended 7-22-01.

