68B-23.002 Definitions.

(1) “Charter vessel” means a boat or vessel, including what is commonly known as a “headboat,” whose captain or operator is licensed by the U.S. Coast Guard to carry passengers and whose passengers fish for a fee. The “crew” of a charter vessel means those individuals who receive monetary or other compensation from the vessel owner, captain, or operator or from the passengers who are engaged in fishing from the vessel as anglers.

(2) “Commercial harvest,” “harvest for commercial purposes,” or words of similar import, when used in connection with the harvest of Spanish mackerel, means the taking or harvesting of any Spanish mackerel for purposes of sale or with intent to sell. Spanish mackerel harvested from state waters in excess of the recreational bag limit shall constitute harvest for commercial purposes.

(3) “Commission” means the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

(4) “East Coast Region” means state waters along the east coast of Florida north of the Dade-Monroe County line in the Atlantic Ocean.

(5) “Harvest” means the catching or taking of a fish by any means whatsoever, followed by a reduction of such fish to possession. Fish that are caught but immediately returned to the water free, alive and unharmed are not harvested.

(6) “Land,” when used in connection with the harvest of a fish, means the physical act of bringing the harvested fish ashore.

(7) “Person” means any natural person, firm, entity or corporation.

(8) “Recreational harvester” means a person harvesting Spanish mackerel for other than commercial purposes.

(9) “Spanish mackerel” means any fish of the species Scomberomorus maculatus, or any part thereof.

(10) “Spearing” means the catching or taking of a fish by bow hunting, gigging, spearfishing, or by any device used to capture a fish by piercing the body. Spearing does not include the catching or taking of a fish by a hook with hook and line gear or by snagging (snatch hooking).

(11) “Vessel” means and includes every description of water craft used or capable of being used as a means of transportation on water, including nondisplacement craft and any aircraft designed to maneuver on water.

(12) “West Coast Region” means state waters of the Atlantic Ocean south and west of the Dade-Monroe County line in the Atlantic Ocean and all state waters of the Gulf of Mexico.

Rulemaking Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 11-28-85, Amended 10-30-86, 10-1-88, 10-1-90, 11-29-93, 9-30-96, 1-1-98, Formerly 46-23.002.

