68B-27.017 Apalachicola Bay Oyster Harvesting Restrictions.

In addition to all other provisions of this chapter, the following provisions shall apply to Apalachicola Bay:

(1) No person shall harvest or take oysters for commercial purposes from the waters of Apalachicola Bay:

(a) On any Friday or Saturday from June 1 through August 31 of each year.

(b) On any Saturday or Sunday from September 1 through November 15 of each year.

(2)(a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) and when Apalachicola Bay is not closed for public health purposes, oysters may be harvested in the bay for commercial purposes any day of the week during the period beginning on November 16 each year and continuing through May 31 of the following year.

(b) If during the period specified in paragraph (a), the Department's Shellfish Assessment and Enhancement Section, through its regular monitoring of the abundance of oyster resources on Cat Point Bar and East Hole Bar in the bay, through the Standard Resource Management Protocol (a scale based on scientific sampling that provides a predictive index of the number of oysters available for harvest), establishes that such resources cannot sustain a harvest of 300 bags of oysters per acre, the harvest of oysters for commercial purposes from the bay on Saturday and Sunday of each week for the remainder of the period is prohibited. The Commission shall give notice of such weekend closure in the manner provided in Section 120.81(5), Florida Statutes. The weekend closure shall begin no sooner than one week following such notice.

(3) Harvesting oysters for recreational purposes as provided in Rule 68B-27.014, F.A.C., shall be permitted on any day provided the Bay is not closed for public health reasons.
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