68B-28.002 Definitions.

(1) “Diving” means wholly or partially submerging oneself in the water, either equipped with a face mask or snorkel or underwater breathing apparatus. “Underwater breathing apparatus” means any apparatus, whether self-contained or connected to a distant source of air or other gas, whereby a person wholly or partially submerged in the water is able to obtain or reuse air or any other gas or gases for breathing without returning to the surface of the water.

(2)  “Land,” when used in conjunction with the harvest of a sponge, means the physical act of bringing the harvested sponge ashore.

(3) For purposes of this rule chapter and Section 379.248, F.S.:

(a) “Sponge” means any animal of the Phylum Porifera.

(b) “Commercial sponge” means any animal of the Order Dictyoceratida. This Order includes the sheepswool, yellow, grass, glove, finger, wire, reef, and velvet sponges.
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