68B-29.003 Commercial Fishing Season and Harvest Limits for Sardines in the West Central Florida Region; Extraordinary Harvest Limitations.

(1) The fishing season for commercial harvest of sardines in the West Central Florida Region shall open on April 1 of each year and close on March 31 of the following year, unless closed earlier pursuant to subsection (2).

(2) If the total commercial harvest of sardines in the West Central Florida Region during a particular season, counted as provided in subsection (3), is projected to reach 4,100,000 pounds before March 31, the sardine season for the region shall be closed on the date such harvest is projected to reach that amount, by the Executive Director of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission upon notice and in the manner provided in s. 120.81(5), Florida Statutes.

(3) The total commercial harvest of sardines in the West Central Florida Region during a particular commercial fishing season shall consist of those sardines commercially harvested by all forms of gear from waters of the West Central Florida region and waters of the federal Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) contiguous to such waters, based on projections from official statistics collected and maintained by the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission pursuant to Florida's Marine Fisheries Information System, Chapter 68D-5, F.A.C. The count shall begin with sardines commercially harvested on and after April 1 and continue until March 31 of the following year or until the harvest limit prescribed in subsection (2) is reached, whichever occurs first.

(4) If the commercial fishing season for sardines is closed in the region prior to March 31 pursuant to subsection (2), a limit of 500 pounds of sardines per vessel per day shall apply in the region from the date of such closure through the following March 31.

(5) Notwithstanding subsections (1) through (4) of this rule and until the repeal of this subsection, a limit of 500 pounds of sardines per vessel per day shall apply in the West Central Florida Region. No person shall possess while in or on the waters of the region aboard a single vessel, or land within the region from a single vessel during a single day, more than 500 pounds of sardines. This subsection shall not be construed to prohibit the possession of more than 500 pounds of frozen or partially frozen processed packaged sardines for use as bait or the transiting of state waters with such bait to fish in federal Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters adjacent to the region. It is the intent of the Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission to continue the 500-pound daily vessel limit established by this subsection until the Commission has made a finding that sardines in the West Central Florida Region have recovered to the extent that a higher, safe level of harvest is advisable.

Specific Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 4-1-89, Amended 1-1-91, 1-1-95, Formerly 46-29.003.

