68B-30.003 Commercial Harvest Limits; Recreational Bag Limit; Gear Specifications.

(1) Commercial Harvest Limits. Persons holding a Florida resident, nonresident, or alien saltwater products license with a restricted species endorsement and a federal commercial permit to harvest king mackerel from the Atlantic Migratory Group, may harvest king mackerel from the Atlantic fishery upon the following conditions:

(a) The king mackerel so harvested may not be possessed in, on, or above state waters outside the Atlantic fishery; and

(b) The season for harvest of king mackerel from the Atlantic fishery has not been closed pursuant to Rule 68B-30.004, F.A.C.; and

(c) The following commercial daily vessel harvest limits shall apply in the indicated counties. During the specified periods, no more than the applicable commercial daily vessel harvest limit shall be possessed aboard any vessel subject to this subsection.

1. Persons harvesting king mackerel in the state waters of Nassau, Duval, St. Johns, and Flagler Counties shall be subject to a year round commercial vessel limit of 3,500 pounds per vessel, per day.

2. Beginning April 1, and continuing through October 31 each year, persons harvesting king mackerel in the state waters of Volusia County, shall be subject to a commercial vessel limit of 3,500 pounds per vessel, per day.

3. Beginning April 1, and continuing through October 31 each year, persons harvesting king mackerel in the state waters of Brevard, Indian River, St. Lucie, Martin, Palm Beach, Broward, and Dade Counties, shall be subject to a commercial vessel limit of 75 king mackerel per vessel, per day.

4. Beginning April 1, and continuing through October 31 each year, persons harvesting king mackerel in the state waters of Monroe County, shall be subject to a commercial vessel limit of 1,250 pounds per vessel, per day.

(2) Recreational Bag Limit. Any person harvesting king mackerel from the Atlantic fishery who does not meet the requirements and conditions established in subsection (1), shall be subject to a bag limit of two fish per person, per day.

(3) Possession of king mackerel in excess of the bag limits established in this rule by any person aboard a vessel fishing in the Atlantic fishery shall constitute a violation of this rule.

(4) Prohibited Gear. No person shall harvest king mackerel in the Atlantic fishery other than with hook and line gear, or by spearing.
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