68B-31.0035 Trawls: Allowed Use; Maximum Square Footage of Mesh Area; Definitions.

(1) Trawls are hereby declared to be allowable gear for the directed harvest of shrimp, as defined in subsection 68B-31.006(19), F.A.C., or calico scallops, as authorized in Rule 68B-53.003, F.A.C., only. To the extent that other marine species are harvested with a trawl as an incidental bycatch of the directed harvest of shrimp, the quantity of such other species that may be retained are subject to the limits specified in other chapters of Title 68B of the Florida Administrative Code.

(2) No person shall operate or fish in nearshore and inshore Florida waters any trawl with a net or bag containing more than 500 square feet of mesh area.

(3) For purposes of this chapter:

(a) “Mesh area” of a net means the total area of netting with the meshes open to comprise the maximum square footage. The square footage shall be calculated using standard mathematical formulas for geometric shapes. The mesh area of a trawl shall be calculated as a cone using the maximum circumference of the net mouth to derive the radius, and the maximum length of the net with meshes open from the center of the headrope at the net mouth to the tail end of the net to derive the slant height.

(b) “Nearshore and inshore Florida waters” means all Florida waters inside a line three nautical miles seaward of the coastline along the Gulf of Mexico and inside a line one nautical mile seaward of the coastline along the Atlantic Ocean.

(c) “Florida waters” means the waters of the Atlantic Ocean, the Gulf of Mexico, the Straits of Florida, and any other bodies of water under the jurisdiction of the State of Florida, whether coastal, intracoastal or inland, and any part thereof.

(d) “Coastline” means the territorial sea base line for the State of Florida established pursuant to the laws of the United States of America.

(e) The term “unconnected” shall be construed to mean two trawls independently towed from a single vessel, except that two trawls each of which is attached to a sled in lieu of the inner door of each trawl shall be considered unconnected if a separation of at least 10 feet is maintained at all times during trawling.
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