68B-31.013 Southeast Region Food Shrimp Production Gear Specifications.

(1) No person shall harvest shrimp in the nearshore and inshore Florida waters of the Southeast Region as a food shrimp producer with any type of gear other than:

(a) A wing net meeting the following specifications:

1. No wing net shall have an opening larger than 28 feet around the perimeter.

2. No more than two unconnected wing nets shall be attached to or fished from a single vessel.

3. No wing net shall be fished by towing or dragging it over the bottom.

4. Each wing net shall be no larger in mesh area than specified by subsection 68B-31.0035(2), F.A.C.

(b) A frame net deployed from a vessel meeting the following specifications:

1. No frame net shall have an opening larger than 28 feet around the perimeter.

2. No more than one frame net shall be fished from a single vessel and no frame net shall be fished from a vessel also using wing nets.

3. No frame net shall be fished by towing or dragging it over the bottom.

4. Each frame net shall be no larger in mesh area than specified by subsection 68B-31.0035(2), F.A.C.

(2) In all waters of the Southeast Region outside nearshore and inshore Florida waters, no person harvesting shrimp as a food shrimp producer shall operate or fish any otter trawl, or possess any otter trawl that is rigged for fishing aboard any vessel, which trawl does not have a bycatch reduction device (BRD) installed therein meeting the requirements of Rule 68B-31.0045, F.A.C.
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