68B-33.002 Definitions.

(1) As used in this chapter, “billfish” means any fish of the following species, or any part thereof:

(a) Makaira nigricans (blue marlin).

(b) Tetrapturus albidus (white marlin).

(c) Tetrapturus pfluegeri (longbill spearfish).

(d) Tetrapturus belone (Mediterranean spearfish).

(e) Tetrapturus georgei (roundscale spearfish).

(f) Istiophorus platypterus (sailfish).

(2) The term “swordfish” means any fish of the species Xiphias gladius, or any part thereof. Swordfish shall not be considered a “billfish,” for purposes of this chapter.

(3) “Harvest” means the catching or taking of a fish by any means whatsoever, followed by a reduction of such fish to possession. Fish that are caught but immediately returned to the water free, alive and unharmed are not harvested. In addition, temporary possession of a fish for the purpose of determining the species or for measuring the fish to determine compliance with the minimum size requirements of this chapter, shall not constitute harvesting such fish, provided that it is examined and measured immediately after taking, and immediately returned to the water free, alive and unharmed if it is a protected species or if undersize.

(4) “Lower jaw fork length” means the straight-line measurement of a fish from the tip of the lower jaw to the fork of the caudal fin. The measurement is not made along the curve of the body.

(5) “Cleithrum to keel length” means the length of a fish measured along the body contour, i.e., a curved measurement, from the point of the cleithrum that provides the shortest possible measurement along the body contour to the anterior portion of the caudal keel. The cleithrum is the semicircular bony structure at the posterior edge of the gill opening.

(6) “Dressed weight” means the weight of a fish after it has been dressed. “Dress” means to process a fish by removal of head, viscera, and fins, but does not include removal of the backbone, halving, quartering, or otherwise further reducing the carcass. 
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