68B-37.004 Regional Bag Limits; Closed Seasons.

(1) Regional bag limits – Except as provided in Rule 68B-37.005, F.A.C. and subject to the closed seasons specified in subsection (2), no person shall harvest more spotted seatrout per day or possess at any time, while in, on, or above the waters of the state or on any dock, pier, bridge, beach, or other fishing site adjacent to such waters, more spotted seatrout than the specified bag limit established in this subsection within the following identified regions:

(a) South Region – Four (4) spotted seatrout.

(b) Northwest and Northeast Regions – Five (5) spotted seatrout.

(2) Regional season closures – No person shall harvest any spotted seatrout within the specified region during the closed seasons established in this subsection. During the specified closed season, the possession of spotted seatrout while in or on the waters of the specified region or on any dock, pier, bridge, beach, or other fishing site adjacent to such waters is prohibited.

(a) South Region – Beginning on November 1 and continuing through December 31 each year, the season for the harvest of spotted seatrout is closed in the South Region. During this closed season, no person shall land any spotted seatrout harvested in the Northeast or Northwest Region in the South Region.

(b) Northwest and Northeast Regions – Beginning on February 1 and continuing through the last day of February each year, the harvest of spotted seatrout is closed in the Northwest and Northeast Regions. During this closed season, no person shall land any spotted seatrout harvested in the South Region in the Northwest or Northeast Region.

Specific Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 11-1-89, Amended 1-1-96, 8-1-96, Formerly 46-37.004, Amended 7-1-00.

