68B-39.002 Definitions.

As used in this rule chapter:

(1) “East region” means all state waters of the Atlantic Ocean along the east coast of Florida lying between the Florida-Georgia border and the Monroe-Dade county line, and adjacent federal Exclusive Economic Zone waters.

(2) “Fork length” means the length of a fish as measured from the tip of the snout to the rear center edge of the tail.

(3) “Harvest” means the catching or taking of a fish by any means whatsoever, followed by a reduction of such fish to possession. Fish that are caught but immediately returned to the water free, alive, and unharmed are not harvested. In addition, temporary possession of a fish for the purpose of measuring it to determine compliance with the minimum size requirements of this chapter shall not constitute harvesting such fish, provided that it is measured immediately after taking, and immediately returned to the water free, alive, and unharmed if undersize.

(4) “Harvest for commercial purposes” means the taking or harvesting of any striped or silver mullet for purposes of sale or with intent to sell. Striped or silver mullet harvested in excess of the recreational bag limit, shall constitute harvest for commercial purposes.

(5) “Land,” when used in conjunction with the harvest of fish, means the physical act of bringing the harvested fish ashore.

(6) “Silver mullet” means any fish of the species Mugil curema (white mullet), Mugil gyrans (fantail mullet), or Mugil gaimardianus (redeye mullet), or any part thereof.

(7) “Strip mullet,” also commonly known as black or striped mullet, means any fish of the species Mugil cephalus, or any part thereof.

(8) “Spearing” means the catching or taking of a fish by bow hunting, gigging, spearfishing, or by any device used to capture a fish by piercing the body. Spearing does not include the catching or taking of a fish by a hook with hook and line gear, or by snagging (snatch hooking).

(9) “Vessel” means and includes every description of water craft used or capable of being used as a means of transportation on water, including nondisplacement craft or any aircraft designed to maneuver on water.

(10) “Weekend” means that portion of a week commencing at 12:01 a.m. on Saturday and ending at 12:01 a.m. the following Monday.
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