68B-43.002 Definitions.

As used in this rule chapter:

(1) "Atlantic Ocean" means all state and federal waters of the Atlantic Ocean along the east coast of Florida, including all state and federal waters south and east of the line beginning at the intersection of the outer boundary of the federal Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and 83 deg. W. longitude, thence along that meridian northward to its intersection with 24 deg. 35 min. N. latitude (near the Dry Tortugas), thence eastward along that parallel through Rebecca Shoal and the Quicksand Shoal to 82 deg. 13 min. W. longitude, then following the Territorial Sea Boundary south and east to the point it intersects 24 deg. 33 min. N. latitude, thence eastward along that parallel to the point where it intersects Key West, then continuing along a line eastward to the terminus of U.S. Highway 1 to the point where it intersects the mainland at the east end of Florida Bay.

(2) "Bluefish" means any fish of the species Pomatomus saltatrix, or any part thereof.

(3) "East Central Coast Region" means all state waters of Volusia, Brevard, Indian River, St. Lucie, Martin, and Palm Beach Counties between Ponce De Leon Inlet on the north and Jupiter Inlet on the south and all adjacent federal Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) waters.

(4) "East Coast Region" means all state and adjacent federal waters north of the Dade-Monroe County Line extended due east to the outer boundary of the federal Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).

(5) "Fork length" means the length of a fish as measured from the tip of the snout to the rear center edge of the tail.

(6) "Harvest" means the catching or taking of a fish by any means whatsoever, followed by a reduction of such fish to possession. Fish that are caught but immediately returned to the water free, alive, and unharmed are not harvested. In addition, temporary possession of a fish for the purpose of measuring it to determine compliance with the minimum or maximum size requirements of this chapter shall not constitute harvesting such fish, provided that it is measured immediately after taking, and immediately returned to the water free, alive, and unharmed if undersize or oversize.

(7) "Harvest for commercial purposes" means the taking or harvesting of fish for purposes of sale or with intent to sell or in excess of established bag limits.

(8) "Land", when used in connection with the harvest of a fish, means the physical act of bringing the harvested fish ashore.

Specific Authority Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. Law Implemented Art. IV, Sec. 9, Fla. Const. History–New 6-17-93, Formerly 46-43.002.

