68D-36.104 Minimum Standards for Boating Safety Courses.

(1) Each boating safety course taught pursuant to Section 327.395 or 327.731, F.S., must maintain current approval from the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators and the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission.

(a) The National Boating Education Standards established by the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators are hereby adopted by reference.

(b) To ensure continued conformance to the National Boating Education Standards, the Executive Director of the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission may approve reenactment of this rule as necessary to incorporate by reference amendments to the National Boating Education Standards.

(2) In addition to minimum course content adopted by the National Association of State Boating Law Administrators, boating safety courses approved for use in the State of Florida shall contain state-specific information covering the following topics.

(a) Personal Watercraft Requirements.

1. Mandatory wear of personal flotation devices.

2. Age restrictions to operate or rent.

3. Hours of operation restrictions.

4. Wake-jumping concerns and reckless operation.

5. Causes and prevention of personal watercraft accidents.

(b) Boating Safety Identification Cards.

1. Age and engine horsepower requirements.

2. Photographic identification required.

(c) Vessel Safety Regulations.

1. Personal flotation devices for children requirements.

2. Florida’s adoption of all federal equipment requirements.

(d) State Divers-Down Flag Requirements.

(e) Water Ski, Parasail, and Aquaplane Regulations.

1. Participants must wear a personal flotation device.

2. Towing vessels must have either an observer or wide-angle rearview mirror.

3. Hours restrictions.

(f) Boating Restricted Areas. Regulatory markers including Idle Speed, Slow Speed, and mile per hour restrictions.

(g) Boating Accidents.

1. Requirements for reporting accidents.

2. Remaining on scene/rendering assistance.

(h) Manatee Awareness.

(i) Ecosystem Awareness.

(3) For each course approved for use in Florida, the training facility must use the following:

(a) A boating safety workbook or text, or the electronic equivalent.

(b) A final exam of not less than 50 questions, including a minimum of 10 Florida-specific questions, with a minimum passing score of 75 percent.

(c) A syllabus or course outline.

(d) A list of course objectives.

Rulemaking Authority 327.04, 327.395, 327.731 FS. Law Implemented 327.395, 327.731 FS. History–New 6-9-05.

