68E-1.004 General Permit Application Procedures, Requirements and Expiration.

(1) Accreditation of applicant pursuant to Section 370.10(2), F.S. Individuals meeting the following conditions are considered properly accredited persons and may be eligible to receive an annual permit to conduct experimental, educational, scientific, and exhibitional activities involving marine turtles.

(a) Students of colleges or universities whose studies with saltwater animals are under the direction of their teacher or professor; or

(b) Scientific or technical faculty of public or private colleges or universities; or

(c) Scientific or technical employees of private research institutions and consulting firms; or

(d) Scientific or technical employees of city, county, state or federal research and/or regulatory agencies; or

(e) Members in good standing or recognized and properly chartered conservation organizations, e.g., Audubon Society, Sierra Club; or

(f) Persons affiliated with aquarium facilities or museums, or contracted as an agent therefor, which are open to the public with or without an admission fee; or

(g) Persons without specific affiliations listed above, but who are recognized by the Commission for their contributions to marine conservation such as scientific or technical publications, or through a history of cooperation with the Commission in conservation programs such as turtle nesting surveys, or through advanced educational programs such as high school marine science centers.

(2) The application for permits may be in the form of a letter. The information required in the letter or application is as follows:

(a) Applicant’s name, business address and telephone number (on letterhead stationery, if available).

(b) Applicant’s affiliation and position pertinent to the collecting permit.

(c) Detailed information on the need for the permit to include: saltwater animal(s) sought; type and size of gear and equipment, general area and season of collection and purpose of the collection. Purpose must be limited to educational, scientific, experimental or exhibitional.

(d) The letter of application for applicants collecting as an agent for another entity, e.g., museum, oceanarium, aquarium, exhibit, or the like, shall state projected needs and have the original written statement of order or request attached. Those individuals so permitted as an agent for another entity, shall supply the Commission with a copy of each additional letter of request or order for protected species.

(3) The Commission will review applications and base its decision to grant or deny permits on evaluation of the following criteria: expressed need for permit, area and season of collection; saltwater animals sought, and type and size of gear and equipment to be used.

(4) All approved permit holders are required to notify the Division of Law Enforcement office nearest the collection area prior to each collection and have the permit or a true copy thereof upon their person while collecting.

(5) Permit expiration and non-transferability.

(a) All permits automatically expire January 31, of each year and may be renewed, upon application, on an annual basis.

(b) Permits are non-transferable and may be issued in more than one person’s name, but not to exceed 25 names.
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