69A-37.055 Minimum Curriculum Requirements for Training Firefighter Recruits or Firefighters.

(1) The minimum firefighter training embodied in the curriculum requirements for schools operated by or for any employing agency for the specific purpose of training firefighter recruits or firefighters shall consist of 160 hours of training to complete Firefighter I training and an additional 200 hours to complete Firefighter II training. Completion of both Firefighter I and Firefighter II represents the required 360 hours referred to collectively hereinafter as the “Minimum Standards Course.” The individual courses shall have the titles, content, and at least the minimum hours of instruction as prescribed by the Bureau of Fire Standards and Training in this rule. The completion of the Form DI4-1028 “Verification of Prescribed Training Hours” evidencing compliance with minimum curriculum requirements shall be presented to the Bureau of Fire Standards and Training Field Representative prior to the state certification examination for Firefighter II. Form DI4-1028 is incorporated by reference in subsection 69A-37.039(2), F.A.C., and can be obtained where indicated in subsection 69A-37.039(1), F.A.C. The school or employing agency is permitted to and is encouraged to, offer additional training above that training required by this chapter for firefighter recruit training.

(2)(a) Firefighter I Certification shall be obtained by successful completion of the required course work identified in this section. These courses shall be delivered by an Instructor approved by the Bureau of Fire Standards and Training and a score of 70% or more must be obtained on a written state examination delivered by the Bureau of Fire Standards and Training. These courses need not be delivered at a State Certified Training Center.

(b) Each applicant shall submit a completed Form DI4-1380 “Firefighter I Training Record,” which is incorporated by reference in subsection 69A-37.039(2), F.A.C., and can be obtained where indicated in subsection 69A-37.039(1), F.A.C.

(3) Applicants failing the Firefighter I examination are permitted to retake the examination within a 6 month period. Retakes after that 6 month period require a new application for testing to be submitted to the Bureau of Fire Standards and Training.

(4)(a) Persons certified at the Firefighter I level are permitted to proceed directly into Firefighter II Training at a State Certified Training Center as openings are available. 

(b) Firefighter I certified persons shall enter Firefighter II training at a State Certified Training Center within:

1. 1 year of certification at the Firefighter I level, or

2. 3 years of certification as a Firefighter I, if verifiable and continuous affiliation as a volunteer firefighter with an organized fire department is maintained.

(c) Failure to enter Firefighter II Training within the time frames specified in paragraph (b) shall result in such applicant being required to complete the Firefighter I training program again prior to entry into the Firefighter II program. 

(5) Entry into the Firefighter II training program at any State Certified Training Center shall require the applicant to demonstrate proficiency in Firefighter I knowledge and tasks to the satisfaction of the Training Center unless the Firefighter I and Firefighter II Training are taking place contiguously or consecutively at the same training center as a single course of instruction. 

(6) Firefighter I:

(a)1. Orientation, Apparatus and Equipment (6 1/2 hours lecture): The following elements shall be included in this section of training:

a. Introduction;

b. Florida Fire Chiefs Disaster Response Plan;

c. Outline of training program;

d. Student duties and responsibilities;

e. Testing procedures;

f. Familiarization with training facilities;

g. Responsibilities of the training;

h. Purpose and objectives of fire service;

i. Fire department organizational structure;

j. The firefighter’s responsibilities in the community;

k. History of the fire service;

l. Higher education in the fire service;

m. Study habits;

n. Personnel policies of the school;

o. Fire department terminology;

p. Emergency driving;

q. Objectives for Firefighter I and II in the NFPA Standard 1001, “Fire Fighter Professional Qualifications”, 1997 edition;

r. NFPA 1582, “Standard on Medical Requirements for Fire Fighters,” 1997 edition;

s. Rule Chapter 69A-37, F.A.C.;

t. Section 633.30, and Sections 633.34 through 633.353, F.S.

2. NFPA Standard 1001, “Fire Fighter Professional Qualifications”, 1997 edition, and NFPA 1582, “Standard on Medical Requirements for Fire Fighters”, 2000 edition, are hereby adopted and incorporated by reference. Copies of the NFPA publications can be obtained from the National Fire Protection Association, Inc., 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, Massachusetts 02269-9101.

(b) Fire Behavior (3 1/2 hours lecture): The following elements shall be included in this section of training:

1. Principles of combustion and chemistry of fire; 

2. Classes of fire and characteristics of combustibles; 

3. Principles of fire control.

(c) Portable Extinguishers (2 1/2 hours lecture, 1 hour drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training:

1. Types and classes;

2. Extinguishing agents; 

3. Demonstrations and student drills.

(d) Personal Protective Equipment (7 hours lecture, 3 hours drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training:

1. Types, use and care of firefighter protective clothing and equipment; 

2. Types of protective breathing apparatus;

3. Limitations of each; 

4. Practice drills and exercises.

(e) Ropes and Knots (4 hours lecture, 2 hours drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training:

1. Rope construction, care and inspection; 

2. Life safety rope; 

3. Utility rope;

4. Bends, hitches and knots; 

5. Methods of lashing; and

6. Hoisting tools and equipment.

(f) Water Supply (3 hours lecture, 2 hours drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training:

1. Components of municipal water supply systems and rural water supply operations;

2. Fire hydrants.

(g) Ladders (4 1/2 hours lecture, 3 hours drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training:

1. Parts, types, construction, maintenance, and testing of fire service ground ladders;

2. Pumper fire apparatus extension, roof and folding ladders;

3. Handling, carrying and raising of ground ladders; 

4. Climbing and operating from ladders.

(h) Hose (7 hours lecture, 3 hours drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training:

1. Size, construction, care and testing of hose; 

2. Couplings, appliances and tools; 

3. Hose lays and procedures; 

4. Hose loads; 

5. Hose rolls; 

6. Hose load finishes; 

7. Hose evolutions.

(i) Water Fire Streams (3 1/2 hours lecture, 2 hours drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training:

1. Extinguishing properties of water; 

2. Types and size of fire streams; 

3. Nozzles; 

4. Introduction to hydraulics;

5. Fire stream evolutions.

(j) Fire Control (5 hours lecture, 3 hours drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training:

1. Fire suppression techniques for Class A through D fires;

2. Fire company tactics for:

a. Single-family dwellings; 

b. High-rise structures; 

c. Basement, vehicle, trash, rubbish and wildland fires; 

3. Fires and emergencies in confined enclosures;

4. Fire suppression evolutions.

(k) Automatic Sprinkler Systems (2 hours lecture): The following elements shall be included in this section of training:

1. Basics of automatic fire sprinkler systems;

2. Standpipe systems; 

3. Control of water flow.

(l) Forcible Entry (7 1/2 hours lecture, 3 hours drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training:

1. Assessing situations requiring forcible entry;

2. Forcible entry tools, proper care and usage;

3. Specific techniques for forcing entry through doors, windows, walls, fences and floors.

(m) Building Search and Victim Removal (4 1/2 hours lecture, 2 hours drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training:

1. Difference between rescue and extrication;

2. Primary and secondary search;

3. Safety guidelines; victim removal.

(n) Ventilation (4 hours lecture, 1 hour drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training:

1. Review of fire behavior; situations requiring ventilation;

2. Procedures for vertical, horizontal and forced ventilation.

(o) Loss Control (4 1/2 hours lecture, 1 hour drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training:

1. Salvage operations; types of salvage; 

2. Covers and equipment and their uses; 

3. Care and maintenance of salvage equipment; water chutes; 

4. Catchalls; 

5. Overhaul operations;

6. Search for and extinguishing hidden fires; 

7. Protecting and preserving evidence.

(p) Building Construction (3 hours lecture): The following elements shall be included in this section of training:

1. The five basic types of building construction,

2. The effects of fire on common building materials;

3. Firefighter hazards directly related to building construction.

(q) Fire Prevention and Public Education (3 1/2 hours lecture, 1 hour drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training:

1. Recognition of hazards;

2. Fire inspections, dwelling surveys, station tours and public fire education demonstrations;

3. Smoke detectors; 

4. Stop, drop and roll;

5. Fire company inspection procedures;

6. Report writing; 

7. School drill procedures, and 

8. Educating the public on home firesafety.

(r) Firefighter Safety (3 1/2 hours lecture): The following elements shall be included in this section of training:

1. Physical fitness and health;

2. Fireground safety; 

3. Tool and equipment safety; 

4. Electric generating and lighting equipment;

5. Apparatus safety;

6. Station safety;

7. Safety in training.

(s) Fire Alarms and Communications (4 hours lecture): The following elements shall be included in this section of training:

1. Fire alarm transmission; 

2. Private and public alerting systems; 

3. Radio procedures for fire department personnel.

(t)1. First Responder (20 hours lecture, 20 hours drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training:

a. Diagnostic signs and symptoms; 

b. Cardio-pulmonary resuscitation; 

c. Vehicle extraction; and

d. Patient movement.

2. If an individual is currently certified as an emergency medical technician or paramedic or has taken a First Responder course he or she is exempt from this portion of the Minimum Standards Course. Documentation of certification or proof of training shall be submitted at the beginning of the Minimum Standards Course.

(u) Controlled Burning (2 hours drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training: practice exercises in:

1. Fire control in structures;

2. Class “A” materials; and

3. Vehicles.

(v) Awareness Level Hazardous Materials (8 hours lecture): The following elements shall be included in this section of training: 

1. Identification of hazardous materials and their potential dangers; 

2. Personal safety precautions to be taken when functioning as a hazardous materials first responder; 

3. The basic options, requirements and limitations of methods to control, contain, and confine the hazard.

Completion of the Firefighter I program does not constitute certification as a full-time, professional, or certified firefighter. No person is permitted to be employed as a paid full-time professional or certified firefighter unless that person has completed and passed the Minimum Standards Course and has received the Firefighter II certification.

(7) Firefighter II:

(a) Implementing an Incident Management System (2 1/2 hours lecture). 

(b) Personal Protective Equipment (5 hours drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training: 

1. Use and care of protective breathing apparatus; 

2. Limitations of each; 

3. Practice drills and exercises.

(c) Ropes and Knots (6 hours drill): life safety rope; The following elements shall be included in this section of training: 

1. Utility rope; 

2. Bends, hitches and knots; 

3. Methods of lashing; and 

4. Hoisting tools and equipment.

(d) Ladders (12 hours drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training: 

1. Pumper fire apparatus extension, roof and folding ladders; 

2. Handling, carrying and raising of ground ladders; 

3. Climbing and operating from ladders.

(e) Hose (3 hours lecture, 16 hours drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training: 

1. Appliances and tools; 

2. Hose lays and procedures; 

3. Hose loads; 

4. Hose rolls; 

5. Hose load finishes; 

6. Hose evolutions.

(f) Foam Fire Streams (5 hours lecture, 4 hours drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training: 

1. Extinguishing properties of foam; 

2. Types and size of fire streams; 

3. Nozzles;

4. Foam fire streams;

5. Fire stream evolutions.

(g) Fire Control (5 1/2 hours lecture, 16 hours drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training: 

1. Fire suppression techniques for Class A through D fires; 

2. Fire company tactics for:

a. Single-family dwellings, 

b. High-rise structures, 

c. Basement, vehicle, trash, rubbish and wildland fires (wildland fire component must be 2 hours lecture);

3. Ignitable liquid and flammable gas control; 

4. Fires and emergencies in confined enclosures;

5. Fire suppression evolutions. 

(h) Automatic Sprinkler Systems (3 1/2 hours lecture): The following elements shall be included in this section of training: 

1. Automatic fire sprinkler systems; 

2. Standpipe systems; 

3. Detection, alarm and suppression operations as they relate to standpipe and sprinkler systems.

(i) Forcible Entry (2 hours drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training: 

1. Assessing situations requiring forcible entry; 

2. Forcible entry tools;

3. Specific techniques for forcing entry through doors, windows, walls, fences and floors.

(j) Rescue and Extrication (15 hours lecture, 14 hours drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training: 

1. Assessment of situations requiring rescue or extrication; 

2. Tools and equipment used for rescue and extrication; 

3. Specific techniques for various rescue situations; 

4. Search procedures; 

5. Vehicle extrication. 

(k) Building Search and Victim Removal (4 hours drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training: 

1. Primary and secondary search; 

2. Safety guidelines; 

3. Victim removal.

(l) Ventilation (4 hours drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training: 

1. Situations requiring ventilation; 

2. Procedures for vertical, horizontal, and forced ventilation.

(m) Loss Control (4 hours drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training: 

1. Salvage operations; 

2. Covers and equipment and their uses; 

3. Care and maintenance of salvage equipment; 

4. Water chutes; 

5. Overhaul operations; 

6. Search for and extinguishing hidden fires; 

7. Protecting and preserving evidence.

(n) Building Construction (2 1/2 hours lecture): The following elements shall be included in this section of training:

1. The five basic types of building construction; 

2. The effects of fire on common building materials; 

3. Firefighter hazards directly related to building construction; 

4. Construction materials and building collapse.

(o) Fire Prevention and Public Education (3 hours lecture, 2 1/2 hours drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training: 

1. Recognition of hazards; 

2. Identification of detection and suppression system components; 

3. Pre-incident surveys; 

4. Fire inspections, fire company inspection procedures; 

5. Filling out reports and surveys.

(p) Fire Cause Determination (3 hours lecture): The following elements shall be included in this section of training: 

1. The firefighter’s role; 

2. Securing the fire scene; 

3. Preserving evidence;

4. Legal considerations.

(q) Fire Alarms and Communications (2 1/2 hours lecture, 1 hour drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training: 

1. Fire alarm transmission; 

2. Private and public alerting systems; 

3. Radio procedures for fire department personnel; 

4. Incident reports.

(r) Physical Fitness (8 hours): supervised exercises during training.

(s) Examinations (12 hours): each portion of the outline shall be the subject of a test, both academic and performance, for best measure of learning.

(t) Controlled Burning (16 hours drill): The following elements shall be included in this section of training: practice exercises in: 

1. Fire control in structures;

2. Flammable liquids; 

3. Liquefied petroleum or natural gas; and 

4. Vehicles.

(u) Operations Level Hazardous Materials (16 hours lecture): The following elements shall be included in this section of training: 

1. Identification of hazardous materials; 

2. Personal safety precautions to be taken;

3. The basic options, requirements and limitations of methods to control, contain, and confine the hazard.

(v) Course Review (4 hours lecture, 8 hours drill).
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